Cedi: IMF urges BoG to reduce forex interventions

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has issued a strong advisory to the Bank of Ghana (BoG), urging the central bank to scale back its foreign exchange interventions and adopt a more transparent, rules-based approach to currency management. 
This call comes at a time when the Ghanaian cedi is recording remarkable appreciation, sparking concerns that the gains may be artificially propped up by central bank action.
In a post-review statement following the completion of Ghana’s fourth programme assessment under the $3 billion Extended Credit Facility (ECF), IMF Deputy Managing Director Bo Li called on the BoG to “reduce its footprint in the foreign exchange market” and “allow for greater exchange rate flexibility.” 
He further urged the central bank to adopt a formal foreign exchange (FX) intervention policy framework to guide its operations and enhance market transparency.
The IMF’s caution signals a need for greater clarity in the BoG’s management of the currency market. 
The cedi, which opened 2025 trading at GH₵14.7 to the dollar, has since appreciated to GH₵10.39.  
Last week, the Cedi depreciated against the US Dollar by 0.10%, ending the week at GH₵10.3200 per Dollar, with a year-to-date appreciation of 42.44%. 
The Cedi appreciated by 0.43% against the British pound, closing the week at GH₵14.0879, with a year-to-date appreciation of 30.61%. 
The Cedi also depreciated against the Euro by 0.48% to settle at GH₵12.1259, with a year-to-date appreciation of 25.47%, based on Bank of Ghana’s interbank midrates.
Indicative rates from the open market showed the Cedi closing at midrate GH₵10.48 to the Dollar, GH₵14.38 against the British Pound and GH₵12.36 to the Euro.

While this trend has eased inflationary pressures and bolstered import affordability, the Fund’s recommendation suggests the appreciation may be unsustainable without a clearly defined FX policy to anchor market expectations.

$367m disbursed under IMF Programme

As part of its ongoing engagement with Ghana, the IMF Executive Board has approved the disbursement of $367 million under the ECF programme, bringing total disbursements to date to over $1.4 billion. 
The disbursement follows a successful review of Ghana’s economic reform progress and macroeconomic performance.
Ghana’s ECF arrangement, which began in 2023 and runs through 2026, is aimed at restoring macroeconomic stability, achieving debt sustainability, and laying the foundation for inclusive economic growth. 
According to the IMF, the new funds will help Ghana continue stabilising its economy while pursuing structural reforms that promote long-term fiscal health and resilience.
Bo Li, commenting on the latest release, praised the government’s recent policy decisions and noted the Fund’s confidence in Ghana’s ability to stay on course. 
“Combined with ongoing reform efforts and an improved external position, the corrective measures are set to support Ghana in reaching the goals of economic stabilisation, rebuilding resilience, and fostering higher and more inclusive growth,” he stated.

Ghana’s economy outperforming expectations
According to the IMF’s review, Ghana’s economic performance has exceeded expectations in 2024 and 2025, with strong output recorded in sectors such as mining, agriculture, manufacturing, ICT, and construction. 
The external sector has also improved significantly, thanks to rising export earnings—particularly from gold—and increased remittances.
“The external sector has seen considerable improvement, driven by solid exports—particularly gold and to a lesser extent oil—and higher remittances,” the IMF noted in its assessment.
These positive trends have contributed to the country’s improving current account balance and rising gross international reserves, reinforcing market confidence and helping to stabilise the cedi. However, the IMF warned that continued success will depend on deepening reforms and avoiding complacency.

Debt restructuring and fiscal discipline still critical
Despite the improving outlook, the IMF reiterated the importance of completing Ghana’s ongoing debt restructuring efforts and maintaining a tight grip on public finances. 
It noted that while the 2025 budget aligns well with the programme’s objectives, more work is needed to strengthen domestic revenue mobilisation, control public spending, and boost financial sector governance.
“Looking ahead, staying the course of fiscal adjustment and completing the debt restructuring are key to ensure fiscal sustainability,” Bo Li stated. 
He commended the passage of a new fiscal responsibility framework, as well as progress made in rebuilding reserves and curbing inflation.
The Fund emphasized that full implementation of these measures is necessary to anchor investor confidence and ensure that Ghana’s recovery remains on track. Ghana’s fiscal authorities were urged to stay committed to the agreed budget path and avoid unplanned expenditures that could derail progress.

Energy sector and SOE reforms remain a priority
In addition to monetary and fiscal policies, the IMF highlighted the urgent need for reforms in the energy sector and among state-owned enterprises (SOEs). 
Long-standing inefficiencies and financial losses continue to impose a heavy burden on public finances, according to the Fund.
Bo Li called for the resolution of arrears, improved operational efficiency, and structural changes in the management of SOEs, particularly in the power and utilities sectors. 
He also stressed the importance of safeguarding social protection programmes and prioritising investments in health, education, and infrastructure.
“This should be supported by continued efforts to enhance domestic revenue mobilisation and streamline non-priority expenditure, while creating space for development priorities and enhanced social safety nets,” he said.

Govt welcomes IMF endorsement
In response to the Fund’s decision, Ghana’s Ministry of Finance issued a statement welcoming the disbursement and reaffirming its commitment to the reform agenda. 
The Ministry described the IMF’s approval as a strong endorsement of Ghana’s economic strategy.
“Our comprehensive macroeconomic policies and carefully crafted structural reforms are delivering real results that the international community recognizes and supports,” the Ministry said. 
With the fifth review of the ECF programme expected in early 2026, the government is expected to continue implementing reforms, focusing particularly on strengthening the financial sector, finalising debt negotiations, and ensuring that growth remains both sustainable and inclusive.




GoldBod Task Force Whistleblowers to get 10% reward
[bookmark: _GoBack]
By ELVIS DARKO, Accra
President John Dramani Mahama has announced a bold incentive scheme that will see whistleblowers receive 10% of all illegally acquired gold or its cash equivalent recovered through their credible information. 
This major announcement was made during the official launch of the Ghana Gold Board (GoldBod) Task Force in Accra, a move the President described as a decisive step toward reclaiming Ghana’s mineral wealth from the grip of illegal operators and smugglers.
“Whistleblower channels are in place, with informants eligible to receive 10% of the seized gold or its cash value,” President Mahama declared to applause. 
“So, whistleblowers, get ready. If you blow the whistle and gold or money is recovered, you will get 10%.”
The incentive forms part of a broader crackdown against illegal gold trading and smuggling, which has cost the Ghanaian economy billions of dollars in recent years. 
President Mahama’s message was clear: citizens who act in the national interest by exposing illegal gold activities will be rewarded, and offenders—whether local or foreign—will face severe consequences.

Act 1140 takes full effect with tough sanctions
President Mahama emphasized that the GoldBod Task Force would be the enforcement arm of the Ghana Gold Board Act, 2025 (Act 1140), which he signed into law earlier this year. 
Under the new law, unlicensed gold trading is criminalized, and foreigners are explicitly barred from purchasing gold within Ghana’s local markets. 

GH₵2.4m penalties or 5 to 10 years
Offenders face stiff penalties, including fines ranging from GH₵600,000 to GH₵2.4 million and jail terms of five to ten years.
“This is not an empty warning,” President Mahama stated. “Any individual or entity found flouting this law will be sanctioned. Abuse of authority will not be tolerated. 
Any officer found engaging in misconduct will face immediate sanctions, including dismissal, prosecution, and forfeiture of all entitlements.”
He made it clear that the law would be applied equitably, regardless of the offender’s nationality or status. 
“This is about the future of Ghana. Anyone—local or foreign—who undermines our efforts will be held accountable.”

Turning policy into action: The GoldBod Task Force
The President described the inauguration of the GoldBod Task Force as a pivotal moment for Ghana’s mineral sector, marking a transition from legislation to real-time enforcement. 
The Task Force, he revealed, is not just a security initiative but a strategic intervention in Ghana’s economic recovery and institutional reform efforts.
“Today, we move from policy to implementation,” he said. 
“This Task Force is a strategic arm of a national economic transformation project, purposefully designed to restore integrity, accountability, and value to Ghana’s gold sector.”
The team comprises vetted personnel from National Security, the military, and other security agencies. 
Members have undergone polygraph testing, special training, and an extensive orientation on the provisions of Act 1140 to ensure strict compliance and professionalism.

A new era of centralized and transparent gold trade
President Mahama said Ghana, despite being Africa’s top gold producer and the sixth-largest globally, has long failed to benefit adequately from its vast mineral resources. 
He expressed confidence that the Ghana Gold Board will help change that narrative.
“With GoldBod, we are asserting our sovereignty over our mineral wealth,” he said. 
“We are shifting from raw extraction to value retention. Like cocoa, gold will now be consolidated, traded, and exported through a centralized, transparent system.”
The GoldBod is now the exclusive buyer and exporter of all gold produced in Ghana, except gold from large-scale mining firms. 
It is also tasked with regulating and participating in the entire gold value chain—from artisanal mining to smelting, assaying, and export.

Reforming the small-scale mining sector
Since its interim establishment in January 2025, the Ghana Gold Board has made remarkable progress, especially in the artisanal and small-scale mining (ASM) sector. 
The President disclosed that by May 2025 alone, the Board had exported 11 tonnes of gold valued at $1.1 billion. 
Total exports from the ASM sector reached 51.5 tonnes, valued at about $5 billion—a 95% increase over the same period in 2024.
For the first time in the nation’s history, small-scale mining exports surpassed those from the large-scale sector, strengthening Ghana’s foreign reserves, improving the balance of payments, and helping to stabilize the Cedi.
“These results speak volumes,” President Mahama said. 
“They reaffirm our belief that, when formalized and supported, artisanal miners can become powerful allies of national development.”

Tackling smuggling and black-market operations
Despite the progress, President Mahama acknowledged that significant challenges remain. 
Chief among them is the persistent threat of gold smuggling and black-market trade, which he said continues to siphon billions from the national economy.
“A recent report revealed a 229-metric tonne discrepancy between Ghana’s official gold export records and the import records of our trading partners—equivalent to over $11.4 billion in losses over five years,” he lamented. “This cannot continue.”
He explained that the establishment of the Ghana Gold Board and the inauguration of the Task Force were designed to dismantle this illicit economy. 
“Today’s launch signals our readiness to act decisively,” he stressed.

A digital-first licensing regime
Mr. Sammy Gyamfi, Chief Executive Officer of the Ghana Gold Board, also addressed the gathering, outlining the progress made since the institution’s transformation from the Precious Minerals Marketing Company (PMMC).
Mr Gyamfi announced that the GoldBod had already issued more than 300 gold trading licenses through a digital and transparent platform. 
These licenses are now mandatory for anyone involved in gold-related activities—including buying, aggregation, transportation, refining, smelting, and jewelry production.
Operating without a valid license, he reiterated, will attract fines and jail time. “We are cleaning up the industry,” he said. 
“Every gram of gold must now be traceable and accounted for.”

Upholding ethics and discipline
Mr Gyamfi also delivered a firm warning to Task Force members, stressing the zero-tolerance policy for misconduct and abuse of power.
“With the support of the President, we’ve provided the necessary orientation, training, logistics, and resources for the Task Force to operate effectively and fearlessly,” he said.
“We expect nothing but professionalism and patriotism from you. We will protect those of you committed to doing your job. But if anyone tarnishes the image of this institution or the country, we will deal with you ruthlessly.”

A national mission to protect Ghana’s gold
The launch of the GoldBod Task Force and the accompanying reforms mark a major milestone in Ghana’s mission to regain control over its gold sector and maximize the benefits of its mineral wealth.
President Mahama concluded by urging all Ghanaians to support the new regime and play their part. 
“This is not just a government program—it is a national duty,” he said. 
“Let us work together to build a gold sector that is clean, fair, profitable, and proudly Ghanaian.”




GH₵188m lost, GH₵203m saved in first-half 2025 fires

Ghana lost an estimated GH₵188.4 million to fire outbreaks in the first six months of 2025, a staggering increase from the GH₵60.4 million lost during the same period in 2024. 
The losses, recorded from a total of 3,595 fire incidents, represent a sharp rise in both the financial cost and the frequency of fire disasters across the country, raising serious concerns about public safety, fire prevention, and the enforcement of basic safety protocols.
The figures were disclosed by Divisional Officer Two (DO II) Desmond E. Ackah, Head of Public Relations of the Ghana National Fire Service (GNFS).
While the financial loss has more than tripled, there was also a significant improvement in the value of properties salvaged from the fire scenes. 
The GNFS estimated the cost of salvaged properties at over GH₵203 million in 2025, up from GH₵71.8 million — precisely GH₵71,893,345 — saved during the first half of 2024.
According to DO II Ackah, the GNFS responded to 3,595 fire incidents between January and June 2025. 
Of these, 2,537 fires were extinguished by GNFS personnel, while 1,057 had already been put out by the time fire officers arrived. This marks a slight increase compared to the same period in 2024, when the GNFS recorded 3,576 fire cases. 
That year, 2,493 fires were extinguished by fire officers, while 1,083 had been doused by bystanders or victims before the arrival of the Service.

DO II Ackah said the Service continues to face difficulties with delayed emergency calls, traffic congestion, and accessibility issues, all of which affect timely response to fires. 
He praised the vigilance of communities and volunteers who managed to extinguish over 1,000 fires in 2025 before fire crews arrived.

Road crashes also spike: 223 dead, 1,262 injured
In addition to the surge in fires, the GNFS also responded to 327 road traffic crashes in the first half of 2025, a noticeable increase from the 285 accidents recorded in the same period last year. 
These crashes claimed 223 lives and left 1,262 others injured.
By comparison, in the first six months of 2024, road traffic crashes responded to by the GNFS led to 128 deaths and 1,095 injuries. 
DO II Ackah described this year's toll as alarming and said the trend points to a broader national emergency that requires a coordinated response involving the Fire Service, Police, National Road Safety Authority, and municipal authorities.

Electrical faults, gas leaks, and human negligence
DO II Ackah attributed the majority of this year’s 3,595 fire outbreaks to long-standing but preventable hazards. He cited illegal electrical connections and short circuits as among the most frequent causes of fires. 
These are often compounded by overloaded electrical systems, faulty wiring, and the use of damaged or substandard appliances.

He further noted that many household fires stemmed from the improper use of electrical devices, such as plugging too many appliances into a single socket, leaving gadgets unattended, or using frayed extension cords. 
In kitchens, unattended cooking involving gas cylinders and electric stoves remained a persistent danger, while careless use of candles, mosquito coils, and other open flames continued to spark fires in residential areas.
The Fire Service also recorded several incidents related to gas leakages, improper handling of LPG cylinders, bushfires, vehicle fires following road crashes, sparks from welding and metalwork, and acts of arson.
“Most of these fires could have been avoided if the right precautions had been taken,” DO II Ackah stated. 
“We continue to stress that fire safety begins with personal responsibility at home and in the workplace.”

Harsh Harmattan and lax safety culture  
Although the year-on-year increase in fire incidents — from 3,576 in 2024 to 3,595 in 2025 — was relatively modest, DO II Ackah explained that environmental conditions played a major role in the upward trend. 
The early part of the year was marked by harsh harmattan weather, which created tinder-dry conditions and made it easier for even small fires to escalate quickly.

Compounding this, he said, was a general lack of adherence to basic fire safety guidelines. 
Many individuals and businesses continue to neglect simple measures such as switching off electrical appliances before leaving home, maintaining gas installations, and keeping fire extinguishers on site.
“Unfortunately, non-compliance with safety protocols remains widespread. Many incidents could be prevented through simple precautions, especially during periods of extreme weather,” he said.

GNFS calls for stronger preventive measures
As the country enters the second half of the year, the Ghana National Fire Service is urging the public to adopt a proactive approach to fire and accident prevention. 
DO II Ackah appealed to community leaders, landlords, commercial property managers, and drivers to take personal and institutional responsibility for safety, including the proper installation of electrical systems, timely maintenance of appliances, and routine fire drills.
He also called on Parliament, metropolitan assemblies, and the Ministry of Interior to support the Fire Service with more logistics, personnel, and public education campaigns.
“If we are to reverse these worrying trends, we need all stakeholders — from government to households — to work together. Fire disasters are not inevitable; they are preventable. But only if we act,” DO II Ackah concluded.






Trump to slap 10% tariff on BRICS‑aligned nations

U.S. President Donald Trump warned that any country aligning itself with the “anti‑American policies” of the BRICS alliance would face an additional ten percent tariff on its exports to the United States. 
The tariff excess, Trump declared, would be applied without exception to any nation that sides with the bloc’s initiatives contrary to U.S. interests.
“Any country aligning themselves with the Anti‑American policies of BRICS,” the president wrote on his official social media account, “will be charged an ADDITIONAL 10% tariff. There will be no exceptions to this policy.” 
The blunt ultimatum underscores Trump’s ongoing battle to reshape global trade relationships in favour of what he describes as American workers and industries.

New deadline shifts tariff start date to August 1
The president’s announcement follows a series of stop‑start negotiations and suspended tariff threats that have characterized U.S. trade policy since April. 
Initially, the administration set a July 9 deadline for countries to clinch bilateral trade agreements or face punitive import taxes. Trump’s new statement, however, pushes the actual implementation of additional tariffs to August 1—allowing just three weeks for countries to reach acceptable deals.
U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick confirmed on Monday that the augmented tariff regime would indeed begin next month. “The taxes will come into force on August 1,” he told reporters, clarifying the timeline for industry and foreign governments alike. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, meanwhile, described the coming days as “very busy” as his inbox filled with offers and counterproposals from nations eager to avert the ten‑percent levy.

Letters to trading partners  
In addition to setting the new August 1 start date, President Trump said he would dispatch official letters to roughly a dozen trading partners. 
These letters, he indicated, will spell out the exact tariff rates each country will face unless a satisfactory agreement is reached. Bessent painted the correspondence as cordial but firm invitations to negotiate: “We welcome you as a trading partner,” he said, “and here’s the rate—unless you want to come back and try to negotiate.”
According to senior administration aides, the letters will go to countries that have publicly signalled interest in BRICS policies or otherwise failed to advance timely trade accords with Washington. 
While details of which nations will receive letters have not been released officially, reports suggest that governments from South America, Africa, and parts of Asia are among those at risk of the additional duties.

EU engages in high‑stakes talks  
The European Union, long a focal point of Trump’s trade ire, appears determined to limit any fresh disruptions. 
Bloomberg and other outlets report that the EU is negotiating a provisional continuation of a ten‑percent tariff on most goods shipped to the U.S. beyond the July 9 deadline, while simultaneously seeking a scaling‑back of existing levies on cars, steel, and aluminium. 
Under the tentative framework, U.S. customs duties on European automobiles would fall from 27.5 percent to ten percent up to an annual quota of 100,000 vehicles, with zero tariffs on aerospace components. 
In exchange, the EU would maintain or adjust import taxes on American beef, ethanol, and other agricultural products.
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen spoke with President Trump by phone last week, and a White House statement described the exchange as “good.” 
Nevertheless, the spectre of a fifty‑percent import tax looms until a formal agreement is signed. Should talks falter, EU officials warn that retaliatory measures could follow, threatening to escalate trade tensions further.

Japan warned of potential 35% tariff  
Japan, another key U.S. trading partner, is also under the presidential spotlight. Only days ago, Trump threatened to impose a thirty‑percent to thirty‑five‑percent tariff on Japanese exports if Tokyo failed to secure a trade deal by last Wednesday. Japanese government sources have confirmed that intensive negotiations continue in Washington and Tokyo, covering automobiles, electronics, and agricultural goods. While both sides describe progress as constructive, time is running short, and Tokyo officials acknowledge that any failure to compromise could trigger the punitive levies.

UK, Vietnam, and China deals
The administration has nonetheless touted a handful of successes in recent weeks. 
In June, the United States finalized a bilateral pact with the United Kingdom that slashes duties on British cars and parts from twenty‑seven point five percent to ten percent under a 100,000‑vehicle quota, and eliminates tariffs on aerospace shipments. London, in return, agreed to remove import taxes on U.S. ethanol and beef.
Similarly, a deal with Vietnam took effect, imposing a twenty‑percent U.S. tariff on Vietnamese goods destined for American markets while lifting all levies on U.S. exports to Vietnam. 
Crucially, the agreement targets trans‑shipment—a practice in which goods from third countries are routed through Vietnam to evade duties—by imposing a forty‑percent tariff on any such cargo.
Perhaps most notably, U.S. negotiators struck a partial agreement with China, lowering certain American tariffs on Chinese imports from one hundred forty‑five percent to thirty percent, while Beijing reduced its duties on some U.S. products from one hundred twenty‑five percent to ten percent. 
China also scrapped several non‑tariff barriers, including restrictions on exporting critical minerals to the United States, although broader trade frictions remain unresolved.

A history of stepped‑up levies
Since assuming office earlier this year, President Trump has used import taxes as a central tool of economic statecraft. 
In April, he announced a sweeping set of new tariffs on goods from dozens of nations—some duties as high as fifty percent—in what he termed “Liberation Day.” 
That announcement immediately sent shockwaves through global markets, prompting business leaders to warn of supply‑chain disruptions and retaliatory actions.
Shortly after unveiling his “Liberation Day” tariffs, Trump suspended the most stringent measures to allow three months of negotiations before the July 9 deadline. 
During that interim period, the United States maintained a ten‑percent tariff on most imports, heightening the stakes for any country that failed to secure a bilateral accord by the cutoff. 
His weekend reminder that further penalties await BRICS‑aligned nations underscores the administration’s willingness to leverage U.S. market access as a bargaining chip.

BRICS expansion challenges Dollar’s dominance
The president’s warning comes as the BRICS alliance has expanded significantly since its founding five years ago. 
In addition to the original members—Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa—the bloc now includes Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. Collectively, BRICS members comprise over half of the world’s population and wield growing economic influence. Some inside the group have even discussed creating alternative currency arrangements to rival the U.S. dollar in international trade.
In April 2024, then‑President Trump threatened one hundred percent tariffs on BRICS nations that pursued a separate currency. 
This weekend’s announcement echoes that earlier stance while signalling readiness to confront not only currency proposals but any policy decisions the administration deems “anti‑American.”

Global business leaders voice concerns
International Chambers of Commerce deputies have cautioned that disentangling from major trading partners like China is easier said than done. 
Andrew Wilson, the ICC’s deputy secretary‑general, told the BBC’s Today programme that China’s deep integration into sectors ranging from electric vehicles to rare earth minerals makes it exceptionally difficult for countries to shift supply chains. He argued that even if nations sought to avoid Chinese suppliers for political reasons, practical alternatives are limited.
“The dominance China has in a number of sectors—EVs, batteries, particularly rare earths and magnets—means there are no viable alternatives to Chinese production at scale,” Wilson said, underscoring the challenges prospective tariff targets face if they attempt to recalibrate trade away from Beijing.

Arbitration and legal battles on the horizon
Several BRICS members have already lodged formal complaints with the World Trade Organization, arguing that U.S. tariffs contravene global trade rules. 
The European Union is preparing a parallel challenge, while emerging economies in Africa and Latin America weigh similar actions. WTO disputes often take years to resolve, giving tariffs a prolonged impact before any ruling can be enforced.
At home, some U.S. business groups have threatened litigation in federal courts, challenging the president’s authority to impose extra duties without explicit congressional approval. 
Legal scholars point to a complex interplay between executive power, statutory trade law, and international obligations that could produce protracted courtroom battles.

What lies ahead for U.S. trade policy?
As August approaches, the clock is ticking on Trump’s ultimatum. While letters outlining final tariff rates will send a clear signal to capitals from Brasilia to Riyadh, the ultimate outcome hinges on each country’s calculation of economic pain versus political expediency. 
For nations heavily dependent on U.S. markets, the choice may be stark: accede to bilateral terms or absorb higher costs that could stoke domestic inflation, hamper exports, and invite retaliation.
President Trump’s strategy represents a high‑stakes gamble that the prospect of lost market access will force trading partners to renegotiate longstanding agreements. 
Should the approach succeed, the White House argues, it will reinforce America’s negotiating leverage and help revitalize domestic manufacturing. 
Yet critics warn it risks isolating key allies, fracturing multilateral trade frameworks, and triggering a spiral of protectionism that undermines global growth.
With the BRICS alliance on one side and a resurgent American tariff regime on the other, the global trading system stands at a precarious crossroads. 
This summer’s diplomatic marathon—and the arbitration and legal challenges that follow—will determine whether President Trump’s tariff gambit yields lasting victories or sows new divisions in the international economic order.






GMP denies fraud, seeks arbitration transparency

Ghana-based oil trading firm GMP has firmly rejected what it describes as “spurious, baseless, and grossly misleading” allegations of wrongdoing following recent media reports citing a petition allegedly submitted to the Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) by Petraco Energies DMCC.
The company insists the matter at the heart of the reports is a straightforward commercial dispute between joint venture partners and contains no element of fraud or criminal conduct as is being portrayed in the public domain.

Allegations based on mischaracterisation
In a strongly worded statement, GMP expressed concern over what it sees as an intentional effort to misrepresent a legitimate business disagreement as a criminal matter. 
The company clarified that it entered into a 50/50 Profit and Loss Sharing Joint Venture Agreement with Petraco Energies DMCC—not Petraco Oil Company SA, as wrongly reported by some outlets.
As part of the agreement, GMP advanced $10 million to Petraco for the procurement of petroleum products. 
However, tensions arose when Petraco, acting on behalf of the joint venture, allegedly failed to disclose purchase prices for the products to GMP.
“In contrast, GMP fully disclosed the sale prices of the products to Petraco,” the statement noted.
According to GMP, this lack of transparency led it to demand a formal audit of all transactions, especially concerning what it considered unreasonably high costs related to freight, hedging, and other items. 
However, these audit requests have not been honoured either by Petraco or by EDURC Company DMCC—an entity Petraco introduced to take over its entitlements under each cargo.

Arbitration underway in Dubai
GMP maintains that the matter is currently the subject of an arbitration process in Dubai, where the company is seeking proper financial accountability and considering a counterclaim. 
It stressed that the legal forum is the appropriate venue for resolving such commercial disagreements and criticised attempts to drag the matter into the realm of criminal investigation and media sensationalism.
“This is, and has always been, a commercial matter,” the company said, dismissing any claims of fraud. 
“There is no element of criminal conduct, as alleged.”

Media Reports Called “Distorted” and “Damaging”
GMP also took issue with the way certain media outlets have reported on the matter, accusing them of spreading misinformation based on unverified and one-sided claims from the petition. 
The company stated that these reports have created a damaging public impression and opened the door for detractors to tarnish its reputation.
“It is deeply concerning that some media outlets have chosen to report these issues based solely on unverified claims in a self-serving petition, without seeking balance or input from GMP,” the company said. 
“These stories, often published without the necessary context, have created a false and damaging narrative.”
GMP noted that its representatives have been available and open to engaging journalists and editors to provide context and clarification. 
While some media professionals have welcomed this transparency, others, the company claims, continue to push what it describes as a “distorted version of events.”

Warning against defamation
In its concluding remarks, GMP called on journalists, editors, and media houses to uphold the highest standards of fairness, accuracy, and professionalism—particularly when reporting on matters that are the subject of pending legal or arbitral proceedings.
“Reporting on such issues requires care, context, and a commitment to truth,” GMP said.
The company issued a stern warning that it will not hesitate to take legal action against any individuals or organisations that continue to publish defamatory or misleading statements intended to damage its name or undermine its operations.
“We remain committed to transparency and accountability, and we urge all stakeholders to allow the ongoing arbitration process to take its course,” the statement concluded.





IMF greenlights $367m to Ghana after 4th review 

The Executive Board of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has approved a $367 million disbursement to Ghana following the successful completion of the fourth review under its $3 billion Extended Credit Facility (ECF) arrangement. 
The programme, which began in 2023 and runs through 2026, is designed to stabilise the Ghanaian economy, restore fiscal sustainability, and promote inclusive growth.
The latest disbursement brings total support under the programme to over $1.4 billion and reflects the Fund’s confidence in Ghana’s economic management despite earlier reform slippages at the end of 2024.

Economy outperforming expectations in 2024–2025
The IMF, in a statement following the review, noted that Ghana’s economy has grown faster than projected, with robust performance in key sectors including mining, agriculture, information and communications technology (ICT), manufacturing, and construction. 
The external sector has also shown marked improvement, buoyed by strong export earnings—especially from gold—and a rise in remittance inflows.
“The external sector has seen considerable improvement, driven by solid exports—particularly gold and to a lesser extent oil—and higher remittances,” the IMF said.

Continued fiscal discipline and debt restructuring
While acknowledging the recent progress, the IMF called for Ghana to remain firmly on the path of fiscal discipline and to complete ongoing debt restructuring efforts. 
It also emphasised the need for enhanced domestic revenue mobilisation, streamlined public spending, and stronger financial sector governance.
IMF Deputy Managing Director Bo Li, commenting on the Board’s decision, praised Ghana’s 2025 budget for being aligned with the programme’s objectives and welcomed recent corrective measures introduced by the new administration.
“Combined with ongoing reform efforts and an improved external position, the corrective measures are set to support Ghana in reaching the goals of economic stabilisation, rebuilding resilience, and fostering higher and more inclusive growth,” Mr. Li stated.
He highlighted key policy achievements, including the passage of an enhanced fiscal responsibility framework, rebuilding of gross international reserves, and success in reducing inflation. However, he cautioned that sustaining these gains would require unwavering commitment to the programme.
“Looking ahead, staying the course of fiscal adjustment and completing the debt restructuring are key to ensure fiscal sustainability,” he said.

Reforms needed in energy and state enterprises
Mr. Li also pointed to critical areas still requiring urgent attention. He stressed the importance of tackling long-standing inefficiencies and fiscal risks in the energy sector, as well as resolving arrears and reforming State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs) to boost operational performance and reduce the burden on public finances.
He encouraged the government to prioritise developmental spending while safeguarding social protection programmes that support the most vulnerable segments of the population.
“This should be supported by continued efforts to enhance domestic revenue mobilisation and streamline non-priority expenditure, while creating space for development priorities and enhanced social safety nets,” Mr. Li advised.

Govt welcomes IMF support
In a statement, the Ministry of Finance welcomed the IMF’s decision, describing it as a validation of the government’s reform agenda and fiscal strategy.
“Our comprehensive macroeconomic policies and carefully crafted structural reforms are delivering real results that the international community recognizes and supports,” the Ministry said.
“Today marks another decisive step forward in Ghana’s economic recovery journey, demonstrating that our reform agenda is not just working — it’s exceeding expectations and rebuilding confidence in our nation’s financial future,” it added.
With the disbursement now approved, the government is expected to continue implementing its structural reform commitments and macroeconomic policies under the ECF framework. 
The next review of the programme is anticipated early in 2026, with the IMF and Ghana expected to further assess the pace of reforms, debt restructuring progress, and macroeconomic indicators.






GH¢2.3m, $191,900 counterfeit, 5 granted bails

Five people arrested in connection with the printing of counterfeit GH¢200 and $100 notes totalling GH¢2.3 million and $191,900 have been granted bail. 
Their bail followed their third appearance before an Accra Circuit Court on Monday, July 7, 2025. 
Shubham Sharma, General Manager and first accused, was admitted to bail in the sum of GH¢500,000 with two sureties—one to be justified and the other a public servant earning not less than GH¢5,000.  
The court directed him to deposit all travel documents with the Court Registry and ordered the Police to place a “Stop Order” at all exit points. He must also report to the Police weekly. 
James Mozu Bonaparte, a graphic designer, and Prince Owusu Ahenkorah, a photographer and video director, were each granted bail of GH¢300,000 with similar surety conditions.  
Both were ordered to deposit their travel documents at the Court Registry. 
Jonathan Kwame Appiah and Solomon Adjetey Adjei, both graphic designers, were granted bail of GH¢200,000 each, with two sureties—one to be justified and the other a public servant earning at least GH¢2,000. 
As part of their bail conditions, all five accused are to report to the Police once a week. 
They are jointly charged with conspiracy to commit a crime and were arrested at separate locations in Accra. Sharma, Bonaparte, and Ahenkorah face an additional charge of possession of forged notes, while Appiah and Adjei are charged with uttering forged notes. 
The court, presided over by Mr Samuel Bright Acquah, is yet to take their pleas.  
The case has been adjourned to July 22, 2025, and the prosecution, led by Chief Inspector Wisdom Alorwu, has been ordered to file disclosures. 
According to sources, the complainant is an Accra-based businessman.  
The accused were arrested on June 16, 2025, following intelligence received by the Police. 
Sharma is alleged to have stolen $230,000 from the businessman’s bedroom safe after misappropriating company funds.  
He reportedly replaced the stolen cash with counterfeit Ghana cedis and US dollars. 
A search at the company’s cash office at Adabraka Industrial Area uncovered fake GH¢200 notes totalling GH¢2,318,000 and $100 notes amounting to $191,900.  
Sharma is said to have admitted to keeping the fake currency in the office. 
Investigations revealed that Sharma paid Bonaparte GH¢25,000 for the fake cedis and GH¢15,000 for the counterfeit dollars.  
Bonaparte and Ahenkorah are alleged to have conspired to supply Sharma with the fake notes. 
Security officers later retrieved five bundles of fake GH¢200 notes from Ahenkorah, who mentioned Appiah as his accomplice.  
Appiah, who manages the printing press, allegedly supervised the printing of the fake currency and led Police to Adjei, who is said to have handed the fake notes to Ahenkorah. 
GNA




NPP rejects rerun of Ablekuma North polls

The New Patriotic Party (NPP) has categorically rejected the Electoral Commission’s decision to rerun parliamentary elections in Ablekuma North, asserting that their candidate, Akua Afriyie, won the seat fairly and decisively. 
Addressing journalists in Accra, the party’s General Secretary, Justin Frimpong Kodua, declared that the NPP possesses “undeniable evidence” confirming its electoral victory and will not participate in what it views as an illegitimate rerun.
“We have our undeniable evidence to clearly show that we won the Ablekuma North parliamentary election,” Kodua stated at a press briefing held at the NPP parliamentary candidate’s office. “Under no circumstances will we be intimidated. Under no circumstance will we be coerced to go for a rerun.”
Kodua emphasized that the party would resist any attempt to overturn the declared will of the electorate, reaffirming the NPP’s claim to a legitimate and conclusive win in the hotly contested seat.

Controversial collation and conflicting outcomes
The Ablekuma North parliamentary contest has been fraught with controversy since election day, with the collation of results and subsequent declarations being hotly disputed. 
While the Electoral Commission initially declared the National Democratic Congress (NDC) candidate, Awurabena Aubynn, as the winner, the NPP promptly contested that outcome.
According to figures cited by the NPP, their candidate, Akua Afriyie, secured 34,613 votes, while the NDC’s Awurabena Aubynn polled 34,199 votes—a margin of 414 votes. 
The party claims this tally was based on verified pink sheets and the official records from polling centres across the constituency.
Despite these assertions, the Electoral Commission has moved to schedule fresh voting in 19 polling stations, citing unresolved discrepancies that affected the collation process. 
The EC has since fixed July 11, 2025, as the date for the rerun.

NPP calls for court order to be respected
The NPP maintains that a court directive already mandates the completion of the collation process, not a rerun. 
According to General Secretary Kodua, the proper course of action is for the Electoral Commission to comply with the directive by concluding the collation and formally declaring Akua Afriyie as the duly elected Member of Parliament for Ablekuma North.
“We will not go for any rerun,” Kodua declared. “We have won the elections. What we are asking the Electoral Commission is to follow the court directive, finish the collation, and declare our candidate, Akua Afriyie, as the MP-elect for Ablekuma North.”
He added that any move to rerun the election is not only unjustified but also risks undermining public confidence in democratic processes.

EC defends rerun decision
The Electoral Commission, however, maintains that the rerun is the most transparent and lawful way to resolve the current dispute. 
It argues that results from the 19 polling stations in question are either incomplete or under contention and must be re-conducted to reflect the true will of voters in the constituency.
The EC’s insistence on the July 11 rerun has intensified political tensions in Ablekuma North, a key swing constituency in the Greater Accra Region. With both major parties entrenched in their positions, the matter now hangs in a delicate legal and political balance, with the potential to affect broader perceptions of the integrity of Ghana’s electoral system.


 
U.S. donates materials nuclear tracking equipment to Ghana

The United States government has donated advanced radiation detection equipment to Ghana’s Nuclear Regulatory Authority (NRA) to bolster the country’s efforts in nuclear safeguards and ensure compliance with international safety and non-proliferation standards. 
The presentation took place on July 7, 2025, during a meeting between U.S. Chargé d’Affaires, a.i. Rolf Olson and senior officials of the NRA in Accra.
The equipment, a state-of-the-art HM-5 identiFINDER radiation detection device, is valued at GH₵270,000 (approximately $26,000 USD). 
According to U.S. officials, the device is designed to significantly enhance Ghana’s ability to detect, measure, and trace radioactive and nuclear materials—key components in strengthening the country’s obligations under the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) framework.

Support for peaceful use of nuclear energy
Ghana’s Nuclear Regulatory Authority is tasked with overseeing and regulating the peaceful applications of nuclear energy, ensuring that activities align with global standards set by the IAEA. 
The newly donated detection device is expected to assist the NRA in meeting its IAEA reporting requirements by improving its technical capacity to identify the source of nuclear and radioactive materials quickly and accurately.

“This support reflects our continued partnership and commitment to helping Ghana safely advance its nuclear energy ambitions,” said Chargé d’Affaires Olson. 
“We are proud to assist Ghana in building the tools and expertise necessary to ensure responsible and secure nuclear operations.”

Strengthening nuclear infrastructure 
The donation marks the latest chapter in the deepening U.S.-Ghana cooperation on civilian nuclear energy development. Earlier this year, the United States, through the Foundational Infrastructure for Responsible Use of Small Modular Reactor Technology (FIRST) Program, donated an E2 Center to the School of Nuclear and Allied Sciences. 
The center features a NuScale Power small modular reactor (SMR) digital control room simulator, offering Ghanaian students and nuclear engineers hands-on experience with cutting-edge nuclear technology.
In addition, the FIRST Program has facilitated study tours to the United States and Japan for Ghanaian nuclear engineers and has partnered with Texas A&M University to develop SMR-focused curricula at Ghanaian universities. 
These efforts aim to ensure that Ghana builds a knowledgeable and skilled workforce to manage its future nuclear energy infrastructure.

Long-Term U.S.–Ghana nuclear security partnership
The U.S. Department of Energy’s National Nuclear Security Administration (DOE/NNSA) has maintained a decade-long partnership with Ghana’s NRA, aimed at strengthening the country’s nuclear security systems and safeguarding obligations. This collaboration is part of the DOE/NNSA’s International Nuclear Safeguards Engagement Program (INSEP), which assists countries in meeting the highest standards of nuclear accountability and non-proliferation under the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).
INSEP’s work in Ghana has included drafting nuclear safeguards regulations, strengthening the legal framework for nuclear oversight, training NRA personnel in non-destructive assay techniques to assess nuclear material, and supporting the creation of a sustainable safeguards infrastructure.

Ghana’s role in africa’s nuclear future
As Ghana continues to explore the deployment of nuclear energy as part of its long-term energy diversification and climate resilience strategies, partnerships like the one with the United States are proving essential. 
The support not only strengthens Ghana’s technical capability but also underscores its commitment to the responsible and peaceful use of nuclear energy on the continent.
With the global spotlight on energy transition and climate action, Ghana’s steady progress in building a modern, safe, and secure nuclear energy program positions it as a potential leader in Africa’s emerging civilian nuclear sector.

Caption 
U.S. Charge d’Affaires, a.i. Rolf Olson handing over the equipment to Ghana Nuclear Regulatory Authority






16 dead, 110 injured in 3,595 fires in 6 months- GNFS

A total of 16 people lost their lives and 110 others sustained varying degrees of injury from 3,595 fire outbreaks recorded across Ghana in the first six months of 2025, according to figures released by the Ghana National Fire Service (GNFS).
The figures represent a grim surge in casualties when compared to the same period last year, during which 12 deaths and 30 injuries were reported from 3,576 fire incidents. 
The 2025 toll marks a 33% increase in fatalities and a staggering 266% spike in injuries.
The data was disclosed by Divisional Officer Two (DO II) Desmond E. Ackah, Head of Public Relations of the GNFS, during a media briefing on the Service’s mid-year fire statistics.

2,537 fires doused by GNFS
DO II Ackah revealed that between January and June this year, GNFS personnel directly extinguished 2,537 fires. 
However, in 1,057 of the cases, the fires had already been put out by victims, bystanders, or the environment before firefighters arrived on the scene.
This response pattern shows a slight increase from 2024’s corresponding statistics, when 2,493 fires were handled by the Service and 1,083 had already been doused by the time fire officers got to the affected locations.

Though the total number of recorded fire outbreaks only rose marginally — from 3,576 in 2024 to 3,595 in 2025 — the impact on human life and safety has been much more severe.

Leading causes of fires
Explaining the underlying causes of the recurring fires, DO II Ackah pointed to long-standing but largely preventable hazards. He stressed that illegal electrical connections and short circuits continue to top the list of causes behind Ghana’s persistent fire outbreaks.
“These incidents are further worsened by the overloading of electrical systems, poor wiring standards, and the proliferation of substandard or damaged appliances in homes and workplaces,” he said.
DO II Ackah noted that many domestic fires could be traced to improper usage of electrical devices, such as plugging multiple high-power appliances into single sockets, leaving gadgets on for extended periods without supervision, and using worn-out extension cords.
He cautioned that in most homes, kitchens remain a high-risk zone, with unattended cooking involving gas cylinders and electric stoves frequently leading to disaster. 
The careless use of open flames — including candles and mosquito coils — continues to spark avoidable fires, especially in densely populated residential areas.

Gas leaks, vehicle crashes, arson
The GNFS also identified several other sources of fire incidents, ranging from gas leakages and poor handling of LPG cylinders to bushfires, vehicle fires resulting from road crashes, and industrial sparks from welding or metalwork.
Some fire outbreaks were also classified as arson, with investigations currently ongoing to establish motive and culpability in those cases.

Harmattan weather, negligence worsened situation
While acknowledging the slight year-on-year rise in the number of fires, DO II Ackah said that certain environmental and behavioural factors significantly contributed to the overall damage and human toll.
He pointed to the dry, dusty conditions caused by the harmattan season in the early part of the year, which created a tinderbox environment where even minor sparks could trigger major fires.
“The harmattan intensified fire risk, particularly in rural and peri-urban communities, where dry vegetation and wooden structures provide easy fuel for flames,” he noted.
More troubling, however, was the general lack of adherence to basic fire safety measures by the public.
“Many individuals and businesses continue to ignore basic precautions — such as switching off electrical appliances when leaving home, ensuring regular maintenance of gas installations, or keeping fire extinguishers on premises,” he lamented.

GNFS appeals for vigilance and public education

The GNFS says it is ramping up its public education campaigns and collaboration with local authorities to combat the rising fire toll. 
DO II Ackah emphasized that collective effort is required to reverse the trend, especially as the second half of the year often sees a spike in domestic and commercial activity — and with it, a higher risk of fire outbreaks.
He urged Ghanaians to take personal responsibility for fire safety and to report any faulty electrical systems, gas leaks, or suspicious activity to the appropriate authorities without delay.
“The cost of neglecting fire safety is human life,” he warned. “And that is too high a price for anyone to pay.”
GNFS pledged to ramp up its commitment to public safety with an ambitious new campaign that will reach residential neighbourhoods, farms, lorry stations, market centres and other gathering places through both traditional and social media channels. 
In tandem with these awareness efforts, fire safety audits and inspections of public buildings and private commercial premises will be stepped up to identify hazards early and recommend practical measures to reduce risk.
Recognizing that many fires begin in rural areas, the GNFS will train and support additional community fire volunteers, equipping them with climate‑resilient strategies such as creating green belts around farmlands and plantations, conducting controlled burns at safe intervals, and promoting alternative livelihoods—snail and grass‑cutter rearing, mushroom cultivation, and beekeeping—to relieve pressure on forests and natural vegetation.
Road‑side emergencies and crashes also pose serious challenges to timely fire response. 
To address this, the GNFS will partner with the National Road Safety Authority and other agencies on intensified road‑safety education, urging motorists to respect emergency‑vehicle sirens and to cooperate at incident scenes, thereby reducing collisions and ensuring firefighters can arrive quickly and safely.
Management stresses that preventing fires begins with simple precautions. 
Citizens are asked to follow the Service’s core fire‑safety protocols at home and in the workplace, not only to protect lives and property but also to safeguard Ghana’s environment. 
In the event of any fire or related emergency, the public should refrain from prank calls—which waste precious resources—and instead dial the national emergency number, 112, or one of the GNFS hotlines (030 277 2446, 029 934 0383 or 030 277 9637) for a rapid and professional response.
Through these combined efforts—education, community engagement, interagency collaboration and improved emergency communications—the GNFS remains unwavering in its mission to advance fire‑safety knowledge and sharpen its response capabilities in order to protect lives, preserve property and defend Ghana’s natural heritage.
DO II Ackah said the Service continues to face difficulties with delayed emergency calls, traffic congestion, and accessibility issues, all of which affect timely response to fires.








Ghana is 5th most expensive country for dining out in Africa  

Ghana has emerged as the fifth most expensive country in Africa for dining out in 2025, according to the latest Restaurant Price Index released by Numbeo, a global platform that compiles cost-of-living data from cities worldwide.
The index, which benchmarks restaurant prices against New York City (set at 100), gave Ghana a score of 30.1, meaning that on average, dining out in Ghana costs about 30% of what it would in New York City.
This marks a significant jump from the country’s 10th place ranking in 2024, underscoring the rapid evolution — and rising cost — of the Ghanaian dining scene.

Accra leads the culinary boom
From the steamy food joints of Kantamanto to high-end restaurants in East Legon, Ghana’s restaurant culture has become more vibrant and diverse. 
In Accra, upscale eateries like La Chaumière, Santoku, Skybar25, and Tatale now rub shoulders with beloved roadside vendors dishing out smoky chinchinga and spicy waakye.
Trendy fusion spots have also emerged, combining West African ingredients with global techniques. 
At restaurants like Midunu, founded by renowned chef Selassie Atadika, diners are offered an experience that blends traditional Ghanaian flavours with gourmet innovation — a concept that’s driving up both culinary standards and costs.
Kumasi and Takoradi are also seeing a transformation, with more restaurants adopting contemporary decor, international menus, and digital service options. 
The result? An elevated dining experience that’s also hitting consumers' pockets harder.

Beyond jollof and tilapia
Traditional dishes remain central to Ghanaian identity, but there’s a noticeable shift in how they are presented and priced. 
A simple meal of banku and grilled tilapia, once reserved for chop bars and roadside grills, is now served in polished settings with a side of avocado salad or balsamic-glazed vegetables — at two or three times the price.
A plate of jollof rice in a mid-range restaurant today can easily cost GH₵80 to GH₵120, especially in establishments catering to the middle and upper classes, expatriates, or tourists. 
Gourmet versions of local stews, light soup, and even koko (porridge) are appearing on curated menus with premium pricing to match.
 
The price of lifestyle and prestige
As Ghana’s middle class grows and urban lifestyles shift toward convenience and aesthetic appeal, eating out is no longer just about food — it’s about experience, status, and social interaction.
The rise of luxury rooftop bars, cocktail lounges, and members-only dining clubs — many inspired by international trends — has helped drive up the average cost of a meal. 
Delivery services like Bolt Food, Eziban among others have further normalized the convenience of spending on food outside the home.

Eating out as a reflection of urban life
The sharp rise in restaurant costs in Ghana mirrors larger lifestyle and economic trends. With more Ghanaians living in cities and engaging in time-intensive careers, dining out has become more than a leisure activity — it’s an essential part of modern urban living.
Moreover, the post-pandemic surge in hospitality investment, paired with Ghana’s positioning as a gateway to West Africa, has led to an influx of restaurant ventures catering to both locals and foreigners.
But the rising costs also raise questions about affordability. For many Ghanaians, particularly in a country still grappling with economic recovery, eating out is becoming increasingly inaccessible.
  

1. Cameroon — Index: 42.2
Cameroon remains Africa’s priciest country for dining out. Cities like Douala and Yaoundé are hubs for a wide range of eateries serving dishes like ndolé, Poulet DG, and ekwang. 
International restaurants, wood-fired pizzerias, and lively lounges like Boukarou showcase the country’s love for diverse flavours and dining experiences, from hearty local stews to fusion plates and live music venues.
2. Mozambique — Index: 37.1
Mozambique held steady in 2nd place, despite a slight drop in its index. 
Its cuisine weaves together Portuguese and African influences, with bold dishes like Frango à Zambeziana (spicy coconut chicken) and matata seafood stews. 
Maputo remains the country’s culinary hub, with waterfront spots like Cais 66 and fine dining options like SALT attracting both locals and tourists keen to sample fresh, aromatic seafood.

3. Zimbabwe — Index: 33.2
Zimbabwe’s restaurant scene saw one of the sharpest jumps, moving to 3rd from 8th. 
In Harare and Bulawayo, more places now pair local staples like sadza and peanut sauces with global comfort food. 
Fine dining institutions like Victoria 22 and casual eateries like Alo Alo show how the country’s tastes are shifting to meet rising expectations.

4. Ivory Coast — Index: 32.2
Ivory Coast moved up a spot to 4th, thanks to higher dining costs in urban centres such as Abidjan and Bouaké. 
Locals savour dishes like attiéké with fried tuna (garba), sauce feuille, and kédjénou chicken. 
Many restaurants, including rooftop lounges like The Rooftop Abidjan, offer sweeping skyline views and menus combining Ivorian classics with international favourites.

5. Ghana — Index: 30.1
Ghana made a big leap from 10th to 5th, reflecting an energetic dining boom in cities like Accra, Kumasi, and Takoradi. 
From waakye and peanut soup to grilled tilapia, Ghana’s food scene is steeped in robust flavours and starchy staples. 
Accra’s restaurants now span everything from high-end continental cuisine at La Chaumiere to trendy fusion spots blending West African ingredients with global techniques.

6. Mauritius — Index: 29.9
Mauritius climbed to 6th place this year, fuelled by steady price increases in hotspots like Port Louis and Flic-en-Flac. 
The island’s food is famously diverse, blending Indian, Chinese, African, and European influences into plates of biryani, dholl puri, boulettes, and fish vindaye. 
Upmarket venues such as Le Château de Bel Ombre merge gourmet dining with colonial-era charm and ocean views, while bustling street vendors keep local favourites alive.

7. South Africa — Index: 29.3
Although South Africa slipped from 4th to 7th, it remains one of the continent’s more expensive countries for dining out. 
Its food reflects centuries of indigenous, Dutch, and Asian influences. 
Cape Town’s waterfront eateries like Karibu pair ocean vistas with dishes such as bobotie and braai platters. 
Johannesburg and Durban offer everything from street grills to fine dining, showcasing a rich mix of traditions — from biltong and vetkoek to bunny chow and Cape Malay curries.

8. Namibia — Index: 28.9
Namibia dropped slightly to 8th place, though its index edged up from 27.4. 
Local menus often feature game meats such as kudu and oryx, alongside German-inspired classics like pretzels and sausages — a nod to its colonial past. 
In Swakopmund, The Tug Restaurant serves fresh coastal catches with ocean views, while Windhoek’s Droombos champions farm-to-table dining with ingredients harvested onsite. 
From Rundu’s traditional bullfrog delicacies to Lüderitz’s seafood kitchens, Namibia’s culinary scene mirrors its vast landscapes and cultures.

9. Kenya — Index: 25.0
Kenya’s average restaurant costs rose sharply, pushing it from 19th place in 2024 to 9th this year. 
Its diverse cuisine includes ugali, nyama choma (grilled meat), and coastal seafood like samaki wa nazi. 
Nairobi is home to standout spots like Mawimbi for seafood and Tamarind Brasserie for a relaxed garden dining experience. 
From Mombasa’s beachside grills to Kisumu’s street food and modern eateries, Kenya’s dining culture continues to expand alongside urban growth and tourism.

10. Botswana — Index: 24.9
Botswana moved up to 10th place this year from 11th in 2024. Its dining scene is an inviting blend of traditional dishes and international influences, especially in cities like Gaborone, Francistown, and Maun. 
Local favourites such as seswaa (slow-cooked shredded beef) and bogobe (maize porridge) are still staples at lunch tables. 
Popular urban eateries range from Sanitas in Gaborone, celebrated for its garden vibe and fresh pizzas, to Barbara’s Bistro in Francistown, known for its hearty steaks. 
In Maun, many restaurants cater to tourists heading to the Okavango Delta, offering menus that blend local and global fare.





Agradaa appeals 15yr jail sentence citing unfair trial 

Patricia Asiedua, popularly known as Nana Agradaa, has filed an appeal challenging her 15-year jail sentence handed down for defrauding dozens of worshippers through a fake money-doubling scheme at her church.
Agradaa, a former fetish priestess turned evangelist, was convicted by an Accra Circuit Court in 2024 after a high-profile trial that gripped the nation. 
She had been found guilty of using her television station and social media to promote a false promise of supernatural financial blessings to unsuspecting churchgoers during a 2022 all-night service.
But now, Agradaa is arguing that the judgment was flawed, biased, and unsupported by credible evidence. 
Her legal team, led by Mr. Richard Asare Baffour, is urging the appellate court to overturn both the conviction and the sentence, claiming the entire trial process was unfair.

Accusations of judicial bias and unfair trial
In her petition to the appellate court, Agradaa’s lawyers assert that the trial judge wrongfully shifted the burden of proof onto the accused. 
They argue that instead of compelling the prosecution to prove guilt beyond reasonable doubt, the court effectively demanded that Agradaa prove her innocence, a move her defence says undermines basic principles of justice.
The appeal further alleges personal bias on the part of the trial judge, citing frequent confrontations with defence counsel during open court proceedings. 
These actions, the lawyers say, amounted to harassment and intimidation, denying Agradaa her constitutional right to fair representation.
Her legal team also slammed the 15-year custodial sentence as excessively harsh, especially considering Agradaa’s role as a mother of five and her cooperation throughout the trial process.

The GH₵300,000 scam that shocked Ghana
Agradaa’s conviction stems from a well-publicised church event in October 2022, where she announced a miraculous GH₵300,000 cash giveaway during an all-night service at her Heaven Way Champions International Ministry in Weija, Accra.
Through her personal television network, Today’s TV, and social media platforms, she urged the public to attend the service and sow seed offerings of GH₵1,000 or more in order to receive a share of the promised cash.
Worshippers travelled from across the country, many bringing their last savings, hoping for financial relief. Some came seeking money for rent, medical bills, or to start small businesses.
But what awaited them was deception on a massive scale.

A carefully orchestrated fraud
At the church, Agradaa instructed congregants to form groups of 20, with each member required to contribute GH₵1,000 or more. In return, the group was promised GH₵40,000 or GH₵50,000 to share. Some groups were even told to raise GH₵25,000.
But no one received any cash. There were no refunds, no explanations, and eventually, no escape from the truth.
Victims filed complaints with the police, and after investigations, it was confirmed that Agradaa had deliberately staged the entire scheme to defraud attendees. 
In court, she admitted that the complainants' testimonies were accurate.

A verdict on greed, not grace
In October 2024, the Circuit Court in Accra, presided over by Her Honour Evelyn Asamoah, convicted Agradaa on two counts of defrauding by false pretences and one count of charlatanic advertisement.
She was sentenced to 15 years imprisonment on each fraud charge, to run concurrently, and fined GH₵300 for the advertisement offence, with an additional 30-day jail term in default of payment.
The court noted that Agradaa had shown no remorse, and referenced the wider societal threat posed by religious figures who exploit faith for financial gain.

Defence pleads for mercy, but prosecution pushes back
Agradaa’s lawyers had pleaded for a non-custodial sentence, citing her parental responsibilities and the emotional toll of the three-year trial.
However, ASP Emmanuel Haligah, the prosecutor, pushed back firmly, pointing out that Agradaa had previous convictions for similar offences. 
In 2021, she had been fined GH₵10,000 for earlier fraudulent acts, a pattern the court was urged not to ignore.
“This is not a one-time mistake,” ASP Haligah argued. “This is a consistent abuse of public trust.”

A legacy of manipulation
Agradaa’s transformation from controversial fetish priestess to self-styled evangelist was once seen as a story of redemption. But her critics now view the shift as a calculated ploy to exploit Ghana’s highly spiritual society.
She successfully built a large following, broadcasting sermons, rituals, and promotional stunts through her media platforms. 
But the 2022 scandal peeled back the curtain on what many now describe as predatory spirituality.
The image of worshippers weeping at her gates, having lost their life savings in pursuit of a divine promise, has become symbolic of a deeper problem: the unchecked power of religious figures and the lack of consumer protections in faith-based schemes.

Seeking justice, not just forgiveness
For the hundreds of victims who poured their hopes and resources into Agradaa’s hands, the conviction offered a sense of justice — though not restitution.
Many are still struggling to recover their losses. Some have spoken about being evicted, losing businesses, or falling deeper into poverty after the fraudulent scheme.
Appeal could reopen wounds
With the appeal now filed, survivors of the fraud are watching anxiously. 
A successful appeal could see Agradaa released or given a lighter sentence — a development that may spark public outcry and reignite the trauma of those she defrauded.
But regardless of the outcome, the Nana Agradaa saga has already left a lasting impact on Ghana’s religious, legal, and social landscape.
It is a cautionary tale about how faith, when weaponised for profit, can lead to despair instead of deliverance, and why justice, even when delayed, is still worth pursuing.





Court rejects Agradaa’s plea in nude photos case

Patricia Asiedua aka Agradaa, a serving convict, is expected to appear before an Accra High Court on July 30 to answer another case against her. 
Agradaa, founder of Heaven Way Champion International Ministry, is alleged to have posted nude pictures of an Accra based pastor on her television channel known as Thunder TV in 2021. 
The High Court, presided over by Justice Mary Ekue Yanzuh, had dismissed a submission of no case filed on Agradaa’s behalf and ordered her to appear to open her defence in respect of the matter. 
Mr Richard Baffour, one of Agradaa’s lawyers, earlier prayed the court for adjournment because Agradaa was not present in court. 
The High Court declined defence counsel’s prayer. 
It, however, ordered the Ghana Prison Service officers to produce Agradaa in court and ordered her to file her witness statement if any. 
This would enable the court to conduct a case management conference. 
Agradaa is before the High Court for possessing obscene material and non-consensual sharing of intimate images. 
She has denied the offence. 
She allegedly aired the nude pictures of Prophet Emmauel Appiah, also known as Osofo Biblical, who was accused of engaging in sexual act with a woman. 
Prophet Appiah proceeded to court over Agradaa’s conduct alleging that the airing of the alleged video violated his rights to dignity and privacy. 
Agradaa is serving a 15-year jail term after she was found guilty to engaging charlatanic advertisements and two counts of defrauding by false pretences. 
The Circuit Court, presided over by Mrs Evelyn Asamoah, sentenced Agradaa on July 3, 2025. 
Agradaa’s lawyers have, however, filed an appeal at the Amasaman High Court saying the sentence was harsh and excessive adding “the whole trial was wrong in law.”





WAFCON: Clinical South Africa stifle Black Queens 2‑0

Reigning Women’s Africa Cup of Nations (WAFCON) champions South Africa opened their title‑defence campaign in emphatic fashion, cruising to a 2‑0 victory over Ghana in Monday’s Group C fixture in Oujda.
Desiree Ellis’s Banyana Banyana looked composed from the first whistle. 
Their dominance paid off in the 28th minute, when a VAR review awarded a penalty for a foul on Noxolo Cesane. 
Midfielder Linda Motlhalo stepped up confidently and curled her spot‑kick into the bottom right corner, emphatically putting the reigning champions ahead.
Just seven minutes later, South Africa doubled their advantage. Full‑back Lebohang Ramalepe burst forward down the right flank and delivered a precise through‑ball to Jermaine Seoposenwe. The striker made no mistake, slotting home low into the far corner to send the bulk of the 5,000‑strong crowd into raptures.

Ghana’s return stymied by staunch defence
The Black Queens, making their return to WAFCON after missing the 2022 edition, struggled to keep pace with South Africa’s organisation and intensity. 
Although Evelyn Badu and Alice Kusi both tested the crossbar in the second half, Ghana lacked the cutting edge to convert promising moves into goals.
South Africa goalkeeper Andile Dlamini was rarely troubled but came up with two vital saves to thwart Ghanaian attackers at close range, preserving the clean sheet and maintaining her side’s psychological upper hand.

Tactical control sees victory home
As Ghana pressed for a way back into the game, Ellis introduced Hildah Magaia and Ronnel Donnelly to shore up midfield and control possession. 
The substitutions helped South Africa absorb late pressure, denying the Black Queens any sustained spell of momentum.

Banyana Banyana’s opener record intact
The 2‑0 win extends South Africa’s perfect record in WAFCON openers, having now claimed three successive victories in their first group‑stage match (including wins over Nigeria in 2018 and 2022). 
Their next match, against Mali on Friday, will present another stern test in the expanded 12‑team tournament.

Ghana must regroup quickly
Ghana’s hopes of progressing from a tricky Group C—which also features Mali and Tanzania—now hinge on a swift response. 
The Black Queens must sharpen their finishing and tighten their defence if they are to keep pace with top contenders in the coming fixtures.

Algeria edge Botswana in WAFCON opener


Algeria began their Women’s Africa Cup of Nations (WAFCON) campaign with a narrow 1–0 victory over Botswana in their Group B opener at Stade Père Jégo on Tuesday night. 
The decisive moment arrived in the 10th minute, when Inter Milan midfielder Ghoutia Karchouni coolly converted a cut‑back from Inès Boutaleb to hand the North Africans an early lead.

Algeria dominates possession and chances
From kick‑off, Algeria stamped their authority on the match, finishing with 14 shots—seven on target—compared to Botswana’s 10 efforts, three on target. 
Boutaleb’s incisive run down the right flank and subsequent square ball into the box unlocked the visitors’ defence, allowing Karchouni to slot home with clinical composure.

Botswana’s resilience tested
Despite conceding early, Botswana showed notable resilience. 
The Zebras created several opportunities of their own, pressing forward in search of an equaliser. 
However, Algeria’s backline remained organized throughout, snuffing out dangerous raids, while goalkeeper Chaima Bouheni produced a string of vital saves to preserve her side’s clean sheet.

Late pressure fades as Algeria holds firm
As the clock wound down, Botswana intensified their search for a leveller, forcing Algeria into deeper defensive positions. 
Yet timely interventions from defender Nassima Abidi and commanding presence in midfield from Kenza Dali ensured that Algeria’s slender advantage was never seriously threatened. 
In stoppage time, a late free‑kick from Botswana narrowly cleared the crossbar, but the scoreline remained unchanged.

Implications for Group B
With three points secured, Algeria sits atop Group B and will carry confidence into their next fixture against Tunisia on Saturday. Botswana, meanwhile, must regroup quickly ahead of their clash with tournament favourites Nigeria’s Super Falcons on Thursday. Although disappointed to come away empty‑handed, Botswana’s competitive display against a higher‑ranked side offers encouragement.
Algeria’s disciplined performance underlines their ambition to progress beyond the group stage for the first time in WAFCON history. 
Head coach Farid Benstiti praised his players’ focus and adaptability, noting that an early goal “settled any nerves” and allowed the team to control the tempo. 
Botswana coach Gaoletlhoo Nkele said his side “showed character” but lamented missed chances that could have earned them a draw.
 


Inside E&P–Azumah feud over $100-$300m gold mine

By ELVIS DARKO, Accra
More details have emerged regarding the raging controversy between Azumah Resources Ghana Ltd and Engineers & Planners Co. Limited (E&P) over the ownership of the Black Volta Gold Mine located in Wa in the Upper West Region. 
The dispute has escalated to the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), where it is currently the subject of litigation.
While E&P has announced a $100 million Acquisition Facility Agreement with the ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development (EBID), Azumah Resources claims it has terminated the sale agreement with E&P. 
The $100 million facility secured by E&P was explicitly structured not only to fund the acquisition of the Black Volta Project but also to support infrastructure development, machinery procurement, and workforce training to advance the mine to full operation.
Azumah, however, declared that it is now “in a position to proceed with construction at pace without E&P,” stating that it has worked “closely with our shareholders, the Government of Ghana, the Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources and the Minerals Commission” to secure all necessary regulatory authorisations and financing.

The origins of the dispute 
The Government of Ghana granted a lease to Azumah Resources Ghana Ltd for a gold concession in the Upper West Region in 1992. 
The company is owned by an Australian parent entity. 
Between 1992 and 2022, Azumah failed to commence exploration activities—contrary to the terms of the lease agreement.
By 2022, Azumah had accrued debts in excess of $5 million to the Ghana Revenue Authority (GRA) and the Minerals Commission. The GRA had obtained judgments from both the High Court and the Court of Appeal against the company and was preparing to auction its assets. 
With the price of gold at a low point, Azumah’s shareholders sought to sell the project, passing on the risk to a new investor.
In May 2023, Azumah’s shareholders approached E&P with an offer to sell the project for $100 million. 
E&P accepted the offer and the associated risks, despite internal valuations placing the project at under $80 million.

Agreement signed, timelines adjusted
The Project Acquisition and Development Agreement was signed by Azumah’s shareholders and E&P in October 2023. 
Under the agreement, the entire $100 million was to be paid by June 2026, with the first payment due in June 2024 and the second in June 2026. 
Subsequently, through an email exchange, the initial June 2024 payment deadline was amended to December 31, 2024.
In a July 23, 2024 email, James Wallbank of Ibaera Capital—representing the Azumah consortium—extended the EPC agreement and equity financing deadline to July 30, moved the financing deadline to August 30, and confirmed that the first payment milestone would now be December 31, 2024.
The fully executed agreement, however, only reached E&P in late November 2023, which hampered the company’s ability to secure funding from lenders.

E&P assumes operational control and injects millions
According to the agreement, E&P assumed operational control of the project and began financing the mine’s operations from November 2023, with the most recent expenses incurred as of June 30, 2025. 
Despite delays, E&P continued injecting approximately $500,000 per month to sustain operations and renegotiated Azumah’s obligations to the GRA in order to prevent foreclosure.
Company documents show that E&P even paid Azumah staff salaries through June 2025—well after Azumah’s claimed termination of the agreement in December 2024.
E&P also appointed two representatives to Azumah Ghana’s Board of Directors in January 2024, in accordance with the agreement, and was responsible for raising the funds to develop the project. The company also took steps to renegotiate outstanding liabilities.

Tensions escalate as demands for higher price emerge
The working relationship between the parties began to deteriorate in August 2024, when James Wallbank, a Director of Azumah who was not a signatory to the agreement, began demanding that the project’s price be increased from $100 million to $300 million. 

His rationale was that the price of gold had increased by more than 100% since the agreement was signed in October 2023.
E&P rejected the new demand and insisted on adhering to the agreed value. 
This led to a formal dispute and E&P initiated arbitration proceedings.

E&P seeks legal protection from Ghanaian courts
Frustrated by what it saw as unilateral actions by Azumah’s board—such as attempts to dissolve the project’s finance committee and marginalize E&P—Engineers & Planners turned to the Ghanaian courts for intervention. 
In June 2025, the High Court of Ghana issued an interim injunction confirming that the agreement remained binding pending the outcome of arbitration.
The court restrained Azumah from selling the mine, raising new funds, or appointing new leadership without E&P’s consent. 
The ruling acknowledged that E&P’s multimillion-dollar investment in the project would suffer “irreparable harm” if Azumah were to act unilaterally.
E&P had earlier filed an application in 2024 requesting the court’s permission to continue fulfilling its contractual obligations. 
The High Court, in a ruling issued in June 2024, upheld E&P’s position and ruled that the alleged termination by Azumah had no legal effect, ordering that the status quo be maintained.


Continued investment despite dispute
In parallel, E&P had approached EBID in 2024 to secure a $100 million facility to pay Azumah’s shareholders. EBID subsequently signed the agreement to provide the funds to E&P. 
However, as the project’s value reportedly rose to over $300 million, Azumah’s shareholders allegedly demanded a new price—telling E&P, “If you don’t pay us $300 million, you can forget it”—even while continuing to receive funding from E&P.
Critics have questioned why Azumah, if it had indeed terminated the agreement in December 2024, was still receiving money from E&P to pay salaries and project costs as recently as June 2025.
Every key milestone in the transaction—including the agreement to acquire the project and the financing offer letter—had been fulfilled prior to the 2024 general elections. 
E&P had also obtained a No Objection Letter from the Minerals Commission to acquire the mine and is continuing efforts to make the final payment to Azumah’s shareholders. 
E&P plans to begin development activities shortly and aims to achieve first production within 36 months.

Call for national support
E&P has appealed to Ghanaians to rally behind the historic acquisition, describing it as the first time a wholly owned Ghanaian company is acquiring a large-scale mine. 

Azumah moves ahead with construction plans
Despite the court’s ruling and E&P’s continued funding, Azumah insists it has terminated the agreement and is forging ahead independently. 
The company said it has mobilised shareholder financing to commence preparatory works on-site, including infrastructure development, civil engineering, and recruitment.
Project Director Rob Ciccini stated, “We are extremely pleased that our existing shareholders have reconfirmed their long-term commitment to Ghana and the construction of the Black Volta Project.”

Ibrahim Mahama speaks  
E&P’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Mr. Ibrahim Mahama, hailed the acquisition as a transformational moment for local participation in the mining sector.
“This achievement is a testament to our company’s unwavering commitment to Ghana’s economic development. We are committed to unlocking the value of Ghana’s natural resources while ensuring sustainable benefits for local communities and the nation at large,” he said.
He also expressed appreciation to EBID for its financial backing, describing it as a “vote of confidence in our vision and capabilities.” 
Mr. Mahama pledged to uphold the highest standards of safety, environmental stewardship, and social responsibility, ensuring the welfare of employees, contractors, and host communities.

“This milestone is not just a testament to our company’s achievements but also a beacon of hope for the future of Ghana’s mining industry,” he concluded.

The Black Volta Project: History and potential
Originally known as the Wa Gold Project, the Black Volta Project is one of the most promising greenfield mines of its generation. Located in the Upper West Region of Ghana, the project includes three main deposits—Kunche and Bepkong near the Black Volta River and Ghana’s border with Burkina Faso, and Julie, about 80 km to the east.
Initial regional exploration began in the 1990s by BHP. 
The Kunche ore deposit was discovered in 1998 by Ashanti-IAMGold. Azumah Resources acquired the project in 2006, initially comprising only the Kunche deposit, and listed on the ASX (ASX: AZM). Subsequent exploration revealed the Bepkong and Julie deposits.
In 2018, the Government of Ghana granted two mining leases for the project, each valid for 15 years—RL 10/11 (Kunche-Bepkong) on 23 August 2018, and PL 10/5 (Julie) on 29 August 2018.
The project is managed and fully financed through a joint venture between Azumah Resources (a wholly owned Ghanaian company) and Ibaera Capital (a multinational consortium), which also serves as project manager. 
The Government of Ghana holds a 10% free carried interest and is entitled to a 5% gross gold royalty.

By 2020, the company had initiated preparatory works, aiming to begin construction by June 2024. 
E&P was appointed by the joint venture to undertake civil and other engineering works, as it does for other major mining firms, including Newmont Ghana.

Project setbacks and contract termination
However, the project experienced setbacks, including E&P’s failure to complete civil works on time, and mounting legal challenges that disrupted progress. 
Azumah eventually accused E&P of deliberately frustrating the project’s commencement and claimed to have terminated the contract.

Project scope and production forecast
The Black Volta Project represents one of the largest gold exploration tenures in Ghana outside multinational control, spanning approximately 934 square kilometres under a combination of mining and exploration licences. 
It boasts a secured land package with substantial upside potential.


Simplicity in development 
The project benefits from a straightforward development plan, making it efficient and cost-effective to bring into production.


Production forecast 
The mine is expected to produce an average of 163,000 ounces of gold per annum over the first five years, and 148,000 ounces annually over the first nine years of operation.

Mine life 
The estimated mine life is 11 years.

Reserves and resources 
Current estimates point to gold reserves of 1.37 million ounces and a broader mineral resource base of 2.8 million ounces.

Additional exploration targets 
Several high-potential targets within the licence area remain underexplored, offering opportunities for resource expansion.

Promising gold anomalies 
A strong gold anomaly, over 8 kilometres long, has been identified north of the Bepkong deposit—significantly larger than the footprint of the known deposits.

Depth extensions 
Drilling at Kunche has largely been shallow, terminating above 300 metres, suggesting untapped deeper mineralisation similar to other major gold deposits in West Africa.




 MTN volunteers empower 1,000 in 2025 Y’ello Care drive

MTN Ghana has successfully ended its annual 21 Days of Y’ello Care employee volunteerism campaign that mobilizes staff to give back to communities through practical and impactful initiatives. 
Organised under the theme “Connecting at the Roots: Connecting Communities with Digital Tools,” this year’s campaign was a clarion call to bridge the digital divide, promote inclusion and bring digital tools to underserved communities across Ghana. 
In 21 days, MTN staff rolled up their sleeves, moved beyond MTN touchpoints and embedded themselves in communities, providing tools and training to empower and improve livelihoods. 
At the end of this year’s 21 Days of Y’ello Care, MTN employees in all 16 regions with MTN’s partners clothed 500 school children in dignity, trained over 100 youth in tech skills, empowered over 200 women with sustainable livelihood skills, onboarded thousands onto MTN digital platform mCare to access health services, equipped 50 farmers with Agri-tech tools, donated 30 computers to two ICT hubs in two underserved communities, donated three LED screens to enhance teaching and learning and enhanced ICT access for future-ready learning in all 16 regions of Ghana
Speaking at the closing ceremony, the Chief Corporate Services and Sustainability Officer of MTN Ghana, Adwoa Wiafe, said, “This year’s Y’ello Care was not just a project; it was a movement of hearts. We didn’t simply reach communities; we stood with them. From the pottery sheds at Torgome to smart farms in Nyankpala, from ICT labs to rural classrooms, we showed that service is not something we do, it is who we are.”
She also expressed deep appreciation to all partner organizations whose support made this year’s campaign impactful, including Opportunity Industrialization Technical Institute, Holland Green Technology, Pel’s Farms Foundation, Matamis, Mobile Web Ghana, MedPharma, Duapa Workspace, Uni Jay Ltd, Erasmus Ackon, Elijah, Innovative Hub, Abdul Karim Awudu, and Louis Marie.
In a goodwill message delivered by Florence Toffa, CEO of Mobile Web Ghana, one of the partner organizations, she thanked MTN Ghana for investing in the youth of Dominase in the Central region as part of this year’s 21 Days of Y’ello Care. 
She said, “In communities like Dominase, young people have devices in their hands. With the skills training provided through MTN's support, these devices have become powerful tools for income generation and self-employment”. 
She called for support from other organisations for the provision of more opportunities that equip young people with skills and confidence to thrive in a technology-driven world.
The closing ceremony was attended by executives of MTN Ghana, MobileMoney LTD, Bayobab Ghana, MTN staff, CEO of Mobile Web Ghana Florence Toffa, Ms Josephine Hutchsion, Vice principal of Opportunity Industrialization Institute and the Chief of Dominase.
The 21 Days of Y’ello Care Challenge is an annual employee volunteer initiative launched by MTN Group in 2007 to encourage MTN staff to commit their time and resources to community service for 21 days in June. 





Access Bank Ghana pledges 1m pads to fight period poverty

By CHRISTABEL OBOSHIE ANNAN, Accra 
Access Bank PLC has announced its commitment to donate one million sanitary pads to schoolgirls across Ghana. 
This reinforces the Bank’s commitment to support government’s sanitary pad distribution programme and eliminating period poverty. 
The pledge was made during a courtesy visit by the Group Deputy Managing Director of Access Bank PLC, Chizoma Okoli, to the Vice-President Professor Naana Jane Opoku-Agyemang. 
The visit, held under the Access Women’s Network (AWN), forms part of the bank’s broader agenda to promote female empowerment, education, and health equity. 
“Access Bank stands firmly with the government’s vision to ensure that no girl is left behind because of period poverty,”  
“We are pleased to announce our pledge to distribute one million sanitary pads across Ghana to help keep girls in school, protect their dignity, and support their dreams,” said Ms. Okoli. 
This latest commitment builds on Access Bank’s impactful history of gender-focused interventions through its flagship ‘W’ Initiative. 
In 2024 alone, the bank reached over 100,000 schoolgirls across 19 districts in five regions, providing menstrual hygiene education and distributing free sanitary pads. 
Vice-President Naana Jane Opoku-Agyemang lauded the initiative, describing it as a powerful example of public-private collaboration in addressing critical social challenges. 
“This pledge is a testament to what is possible when the private sector joins forces with government to tackle real issues affecting our young girls,” she stated. 
“I commend Access Bank for setting an inspiring example.” 
Executive Director for Retail and Digital Banking at Access Bank (Ghana) PLC, Pearl Nkrumah, noted the bank’s commitment to long-term social impact. 
“We believe sustainable development starts with empowering women and girls,” 
“Beyond banking, Access Bank is committed to solving real-world challenges that hold our communities back.”she added. 
During the meeting, Ms. Okoli also highlighted other social impact projects spearheaded by the bank, including the “Fist Against Fistula” campaign and the award-winning “A Sandal More for a Better Tomorrow” project, which recycles used tyres into sandals for schoolchildren. 
As Access Bank marks 10 years of the ‘W’ Initiative, the sanitary pad pledge serves as another milestone in its mission to uplift communities—one girl, one pad, and one future at a time. 
With over 700 branches and service outlets in 23 countries worldwide—including the UAE, UK, France, and Hong Kong—Access Bank continues to set a benchmark in corporate social responsibility and innovative banking solutions across global markets.







Torkornoo drags Mahama to ECOWAS Court over violations 

Chief Justice Gertrude Sackey Torkornoo has filed a fresh case concerning her removal at the ECOWAS Community Court in Abuja, Nigeria.
In a Facebook post, Dr Justice Srem-Sai, Deputy Attorney General, confirmed that the Chief Justice case was filed on July 4, 2025.
“I can confirm that the Chief Justice -Her Ladyship Justice Gertrude Torkornoo - has filed another court case - this time, at the ECOWAS Community Court in Abuja, Nigeria, against the Republic,” he said.
Dr Srem-Sai held that Chief Justice Torkornoo had repeated the same allegations of human rights violations, which were pending determination before Ghana’s Supreme Court and the High Court in the ongoing removal process.
“Essentially, Her Ladyship argues that by her suspension, she has effectively been removed from her official capacity without final determination, impairing her right to function and serve in a position she was constitutionally appointed to,” the Deputy AG said.
Meanwhile, the Attorney General on July 1, 2025, filed a motion at the High Court seeking to strike out Chief Justice Torkornoo’s judicial review application.
That was after Justice Torkornoo had filed a judicial review at the High Court challenging her application to halt her suspension and an ongoing removal process.
She was asking the court to declare all proceedings of the five-member committee hearing the three petitions for her removal null and void, contending that the process violated her rights. 
Justice Torkornoo was suspended by President John Mahama and a a five-member committee was set up, presided over by Justice Gabriel Scott Pwamang, to investigate allegations raised in the three petitions.







Bawumia, NPP mourn late Akwatia MP

Former Vice-President Dr Mahamudu Bawumia and leadership of Minority Caucus in Parliament on Tuesday visited the home of the late Member of Parliament (MP) for Akwatia, Ernest Yaw Kumi, at Spintex, Accra, to commiserate with the bereaved family.
The former Vice-President signed a book of condolence in memory of the late MP.
Dr Bawumia, clad in black attire, expressed shock and sadness over the sudden death of Ernest Yaw Kumi, noting that he (Dr Bawumia) held a discussion with him (Ernest) at his residence in Accra, last Friday, July 4, 2025, and Ernest did not exhibit any signs of ill- health or discomfort.
"Up till now I don't understand how he died because Ernest visited me last Friday for discussions. He is a good friend of mine and supported me during the elections. I often called him about his court case and share ideas on how to come out successfully," Dr Bawumia said, in Akan.
The former Vice President expressed his profound condolences to the bereaved family and asked the family to update him and the New Patriotic Party (NPP) about the preparations towards the one-week observance and final funeral rites to participate fully in it.
The family is yet to fix a date for the late MP's one-week observance.
The family spokesperson said Ernest Yaw Kumi hailed from Akyem Wenchi in the Eastern Region and member of the royal family; therefore, the nuclear family in Accra would travel to his hometown tomorrow, July 9, 2025, to officially announce his demise to the head of the family (Ebusuapanyin).
 Earlier on, Mr  Seth Ofosu Birikorang, former District Chief Executive (DCE) for Denkyembour District in the Eastern Region, on behalf of the bereaved family, briefed the former Vice President and his delegation about events leading to the death of Ernest Yaw Kumi.
Mr Birikorang explained that Ernest and some MPs went to Takoradi in the Western Region to support the MP for Effia who held a programme at the Takoradi Technical University at the weekend.
Mr Birikorang said he was on board the late MP's vehicle from Takoradi to Accra and alighted him at Awoshie Junction on Sunday evening around 18:30 hours on July 6 while Ernest continued his journey home.
Then on Monday morning, July 7 around 0900 hours, he received a call from the wife of the late MP that he should come immediately to the Lister Hospital because Ernest had been admitted.
Upon arrival at the health facility, he said, the wife introduced him to the medical doctor as a brother to Ernest...."So, the doctor asked the wife, should I tell him? So, I became alarmed and asked... tell me what? What's happening? So, I saw Ernest lying on the bed, I held his feet, and he was not responding...the doctor told me he was rushed to the hospital around 0200 hours on Monday morning and was complaining of chest pains.
“The doctor said he gave him all the necessary medications but around 0830 hours, he was not responding to treatment again.
“The doctor told us that Ernest had died.... In fact, I removed my wristwatch and my shirt and hit Ernest's chest several times but no response...I tried pulling him, but he was heavy," Birikorang said.
Some current MPs and former MPs as well as party bigwigs who were at the home of the late MP included Alexander Afenyo-Markin, Minority Leader and MP for Effutu, Patricia Appeagyei, Deputy Minority Leader and MP for Asokwa, Frank Annor-Dompreh, Minority Whip and MP for Nsawam Adoagyiri, Habib Iddrisu, First Minority Chief Whip and MP for Tolon, Jerry Ahmed Shaib, Second Minority Chief Whip and MP for Weija-Gbawe. And Kojo Oppong Nkrumah, MP for Ofoase Ayirebi and Ranking Member on Economy Committee of Parliament.
Others were Osei Kyei-Mensah Bonsu, former MP for Suame, Bernard Antwi-Boasiako, Ashanti Regional Chairman of the NPP and Titus Glover, former Greater Accra Regional Minister.
The death of Mr Ernest Yaw Kumi was announced on the floor of Parliament on Monday, July 7, 2025, by the Minority Leader Alexander Afenyo-Markin.
Mr Kumi, 41, is a first-term MP who has recently been involved in a high-profile legal tussle over the legitimacy of his election in the December 7, 2024, parliamentary polls.
The Supreme Court recently overturned Mr Kumi's contempt conviction by a Koforidua High court because of the 2024 parliamentary elections.
Following the announcement of his death on the floor of Parliament on Monday, January 7, Mr Habib Iddrisu, the first deputy Minority Chief Whip, draped Mr Kumi's seat in Parliament with red cloth, signifying mourning.







Minister breaks ground for construction of 16Kv Anwomaso-Kumasi Transmission Line
 
The Ghana Grid Company (GRIDCO) is set to construct a 16Kv power transmission line at Anwomaso in the Oforikrom Municipality to boost power transmission in its sub-stations and facilitate reduction in system losses.
The 8.7-million Euro project is an initiative of the government of Ghana through the Energy and Green Transition Ministry with funding from the European Union (EU) and the government of France.
It is expected to be completed within twelve months.
The project seeks to replace the existing single circuit transmission line between the Ahodwo (K1BSP) and the Anwomaso (K2BSP) Substations with a double circuit twin-bundled transmission line of rated capacity to improve power transfer between the two substations.
The upgrade of the circuit transmission line will also improve the supply reliability within Kumasi and facilitate the export of power to Burkina Faso.
Upon completion, the project will relieve the existing substations from overloads and thereby allow for planned maintenance works to be carried out without load shedding.
This will lead to significant reduction in power losses, especially at the medium voltage level.
The reconstruction will also facilitate the evacuation of additional capacity from the generation hub in Kumasi to meet projected load growth in Kumasi and its environs.
Mr John Abdulai Jinapor, Minister for Energy and Green Transition, cutting the sod for works to begin, said it was a bold step towards collective efforts and ambition towards building a modern, efficient and resilient energy system for Ghanaians.
He indicated that through collaborative efforts, the power sector was much more stable and efficient compared to months ago, pledging the Ministry’s continuous association with sector players to improve power supply.
According to him, Kumasi in particular had a major challenge, where citizens experienced a lot of power fluctuation, hence the project would cement system reliability, ensure that low voltages would cease to occur.
Mr Jinapor noted that the significance of the project lay not only in its technical outcomes but also in its strategic intent as Kumasi was fast becoming a power hub with the spring up of Ameri, Cenit Energy Limited, AKSA Energy and also a Pipeline.
With these, he assured that Kumasi would soon boast of not less than 1,000 megawatts of electricity generation capacity.
Mr Irchard Razaly, EU Ambassador to Ghana, said the project was not only about power lines and substations, it symbolized the shared commitment between the EU and Ghana to a greener, more efficient and resilient energy future. 
 GNA





Mahama, Azumah in bitter feud over $300m gold mine

Azumah Resources Ghana, majority owner of the Black Volta gold mine in the Upper West Region, has abruptly terminated its proposed sale agreement with Engineers & Planners Co. Limited (E&P) and announced that it has “officially started construction of the Black Volta gold mine,” calling into question E&P’s recent $100 million Acquisition Facility Agreement with the ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development (EBID).
In a blistering statement issued days before E&P’s signing ceremony with EBID—scheduled for Monday, July 7, 2025—

EBID deal vs. Azumah’s reversal
E&P’s $100 million facility was explicitly structured to fund not only the acquisition of the Black Volta Project but also the infrastructure, machinery and workforce training required advancing the mine to full operation. 
The mine itself is now valued at over $300 million—an increase that Azumah cited as evidence of “Ghana’s aspiration to foster indigenous ownership in large‑scale mining.” 
Yet, Azumah’s renunciation of the sale agreement has left investors and government officials scrambling for clarity.

Behind the scenes: Debt and delays
Investigations by NorvanReports reveal that, at the time Azumah purportedly approached E&P, it was grappling with outstanding liabilities to Ghanaian regulators—including more than $3 million owed to the Ghana Revenue Authority (GRA). 
According to internal communications obtained by NorvanReports, Azumah’s Australian shareholders initially offered E&P the first right to buy the mine site on terms that would see the Ghanaian firm raise $100 million and repay the debt over two years.
However, the transaction hit turbulence almost immediately. 
A target signing date of August 2023 was pushed back repeatedly. 
In a July 23, 2024, email, James Wallbank of Ibaera Capital—acting for the Azumah consortium—extended the EPC agreement and equity financing deadline to July 30, financing to August 30, and the first payment milestone to December 31, 2024. 
Yet, the fully executed agreement only reached E&P in late November 2023, hampering E&P’s ability to secure lenders.

E&P’s financial lifeline and legal steps
Despite the delays, E&P stepped in to keep the project alive—injecting roughly $500,000 per month into operations and taking the lead on renegotiating Azumah’s GRA obligations to avert mine foreclosure. 
Company documents show E&P even continued paying Azumah staff salaries as late as June 2025, well after Azumah’s claim of terminating the agreement in December 2024.
Frustrated by unilateral board actions—such as attempts to dissolve the project’s finance committee and sideline E&P—Engineers & Planners sought judicial intervention. 
In June 2025, the High Court of Ghana granted an interim injunction confirming that the sale agreement remains binding until arbitration concludes.
The court barred Azumah from selling the mine, raising fresh funding, or appointing new leadership without E&P’s consent, acknowledging that E&P’s multi‑million‑dollar investments would suffer “irreparable harm” if Azumah acted alone.

Gold prices and moving goalposts
Sources close to the transaction suggest that a sudden revaluation of the mine was the tipping point. 
With Black Volta now pegged at over $300 million, Azumah’s shareholders allegedly demanded a new purchase price—allegedly telling E&P, “If you don’t pay us $300 million, you can forget it”—even as E&P continued funding the venture.
“Do you think EBID, after hiring a French firm to conduct due diligence, would approve the facility if E&P had no legal stake?” one representative told NorvanReports, underscoring the depth of E&P’s financial and operational commitments.

Construction commences—with or without E&P
Undeterred, Azumah says it has mobilised shareholders’ financing to kick‑start on‑site preparatory works, including infrastructure, civil engineering and recruitment. 
Project director Rob Ciccini affirmed, “We are extremely pleased that our existing shareholders have reconfirmed their long‑term commitment to Ghana and the construction of the Black Volta Project.”
Azumah anticipates more than 1,000 jobs during the construction phase, followed by hundreds of permanent roles once production begins.

A precedent‑setting dispute
As International Chamber of Commerce arbitration looms, the Black Volta standoff raises profound questions about contract sanctity, financing obligations and governance during commodity‑price surges. 
E&P asserts it has invested over $4 million to date; Azumah insists on its right to self‑fund. 
With a mine potentially worth hundreds of millions, the eventual ruling will reverberate through Ghana’s—and West Africa’s—mining sector, shaping how future local‑international partnerships are structured.
For now, July 7, 2025’s EBID signing ceremony proceeds under a cloud of uncertainty—and amid competing proclamations of who truly owns Ghana’s newest large‑scale gold operation.







Inside Ibrahim Mahama’s $100m Black Volta Gold project

Engineers & Planners (E&P), a Ghanaian-owned mining and construction powerhouse, has secured a $100 million Acquisition Facility Agreement from the ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development (EBID) to purchase the Black Volta Gold Project—marking a historic milestone in Ghana's extractive industry.
The deal, finalised at a signing ceremony in Accra, is poised to transform E&P into the first company to develop and operate a wholly Ghanaian-owned, large-scale gold mine in the country. 
The $100 million EBID facility is structured to support not only the acquisition of the Black Volta Gold Project, but also the development of infrastructure, machinery, and workforce training required to bring the mine into full operation.
The Black Volta Gold Project, located in a mineral-rich zone of northwestern Ghana, is expected to generate substantial local employment and increase state revenues through royalties and taxes.

The Black Volta Gold Project represents one of the largest gold exploration positions in Ghana held outside of the major multinational mining companies. 
Covering approximately 934 square kilometres under a combination of mining and exploration licences, the project boasts a significant secured land package with substantial upside potential.

Project highlights
Simplicity in Development: One of the key advantages of the Black Volta Mine is the straightforward nature of its development plan, making it an efficient and cost-effective project to bring into production.

Production forecast
 The mine is expected to produce an average of 163,000 ounces of gold per annum over the first five years, and 148,000 ounces annually over the first nine years of operation.

Mine life
The project has an initial mine life estimate of 11 years.

Reserves and resources
Current estimates indicate a gold reserve of 1.37 million ounces and a broader mineral resource base of 2.8 million ounces.

Additional targets
The licence area includes multiple high-potential exploration targets that remain underexplored, offering significant scope for resource expansion.

Promising anomalies
A particularly strong gold anomaly has been identified north of Bepkong, extending over more than 8 kilometres—significantly larger than the footprint of the currently known deposits.

Depth extensions
The project's geology suggests strong potential for deeper mineralisation. 
Current drilling at Kunche has been shallow, with most holes terminating above 300 metres. 
This presents a major opportunity to extend resources at depth, in line with similar gold deposits elsewhere in West Africa.

A new era for Ghanaian mining
Ghana, Africa’s top gold producer, has long relied on foreign multinational companies to lead its large-scale mining operations. The E&P-EBID agreement signifies a major step toward reversing that trend and placing Ghanaians at the centre of the country’s mining wealth.
“This is not just a financing deal—it is a reclaiming of national dignity in an industry that has for too long been dominated by outsiders,” said business magnate and former Ashanti Goldfields CEO Sir Sam Jonah at the ceremony.
Sir Jonah, a long-time advocate of Ghanaian ownership in the mining sector, described the event as “historic” and “a turning point” in the country’s economic and industrial journey.
“We are not merely here to witness the signing of a facility agreement. We are here to celebrate a milestone, affirm a vision, and embrace a bold new chapter in Ghana’s economic story—led not by foreign interests, but by our own,” he declared.

No favouritism, no cronyism—just merit
In his keynote address, Sir Jonah emphatically rejected any suggestions that E&P’s acquisition of the Black Volta Gold Project was politically motivated or favoured.
“Let us be clear: this is not a favour. This is not political patronage. This is not crony capitalism,” he asserted.
According to him, the transaction is a strictly merit-based, commercially viable agreement secured by a company with a solid track record, a sound balance sheet, and proven operational capacity. 
He revealed that the deal had been quietly signed in October 2023, "with no fanfare, no interference, and no backroom dealing,” a move he said reinforces the transaction’s integrity and business credibility.
“This is the future we want to build—a transparent, Ghanaian-led mining industry that generates value for our people and not just for shareholders in distant lands,” Jonah said.

A dream realized 
Sir Jonah paid glowing tribute to E&P founder Ibrahim Mahama, describing him as a visionary entrepreneur who had turned a bold idea into a national milestone.
“You are living out my dream. A dream I’ve held for decades. A dream that many believed was too ambitious,” he told Mahama.
Jonah recounted their first encounter in 1998 when a young Ibrahim Mahama sought his advice on entering the mining industry. 
At the time, Jonah advised him to look beyond alluvial mining and focus on hard rock extraction, which he believed held more sustainable promise.
“That young man listened. He built a company. He earned the respect of the industry. And today, he has made history,” Jonah said, his voice thick with emotion and pride.

Local ownership as national strategy
Sir Jonah used the occasion to call for urgent policy reforms that promote indigenous ownership and deepen local participation across the extractive value chain. 
Drawing parallels with South Africa’s Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) policies, he argued that Ghana must create a supportive environment for homegrown companies.
“Our entrepreneurs are not lacking in talent. What they often lack is access: access to capital, access to opportunity, and access to policy support,” he noted.
He urged government and industry stakeholders to see the E&P-EBID deal not as an isolated success, but as a model for broader national transformation.
“Ownership matters. Equity matters. And national pride demands that we do more to ensure that our people are at the heart of our mineral wealth,” he stated.

Project expected to boost jobs and state revenue
The Black Volta Gold Project, located in an area historically known for its gold deposits, is expected to provide thousands of direct and indirect jobs in its development and operational phases. 
With Ghana facing rising youth unemployment and underutilised natural resources, the project offers a timely opportunity to address both challenges.
Experts believe that increased local ownership in the sector could also reduce capital flight and improve accountability in resource governance.
According to E&P sources, the project will be developed using international best practices in environmental stewardship, community engagement, and value retention. 
A portion of the revenue from the mine is also expected to be reinvested in local infrastructure and skills development programmes.

A blueprint for resource empowerment
In his concluding remarks, Sir Jonah urged Ghanaians to look beyond resource extraction and embrace resource empowerment as a long-term national goal.
“Let this be the dawn of a new era. An era where we don’t just extract for others, but build for ourselves. Let this not be an exception, but a blueprint,” he said.
 







Ghana’s new holiday policy: Impact on tourism

An examination of the policy and its impact on the tourism industry


By Frema Adunyame
Reforming Ghana’s holiday structure is not about erasing tradition but honoring it more effectively while aligning the scheduling and celebration with modern economic and social needs. 
With a carefully designed legal amendment and a broader stakeholder consultation, Ghana can modernize its public holiday system for both efficiency and national unity. 
In Ghana, the laws governing public holidays, including long holidays are set out in the Public Holidays Act, 2001, Act 601.
The Government of Ghana has recently enacted a groundbreaking holidays policy, shifting national holidays that fall within the working week (Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday) to either the preceding Friday or the following Monday. 
This strategic move, which also includes shifting weekend holidays to Monday, aims to minimize disruption to the working week and, crucially, to create extended long weekends. 
Nations globally are beginning to reduce the number of working days generally to ease pressure on the labour force for better work output. 
Countries like UAE (Sharjah) and Belgium have successfully implemented a 4 day working week with Scotland, Japan, Canada, among others at the pilot stage. 
This is reduce employee stress, better work – life balance.
For a developing country, long weekends can be seen as a progressive policy that will have multifaceted implications for Ghana's burgeoning tourism and hospitality industry. 
The traditional placement of national holidays often leads to distorted working weeks, impacting productivity and operational efficiency. 
By moving holidays to weekends, the government seeks to achieve several objectives:
A continuous five-day working week, punctuated by predictable long weekends, can lead to improved focus and efficiency. Businesses can plan their operations with greater certainty, minimizing the stop-and-start cycles often associated with midweek holidays.
When a holiday falls mid-week, some employees are often tempted to take an extra day off before or after, extending their break unofficially. 
Shifting the holiday formally encourages a complete break, potentially reducing unauthorized absenteeism.
Long weekends provide a significant opportunity for rest, recreation, and family time. 
This can lead to improved employee well-being, reduced stress, and ultimately, higher morale and job satisfaction. 
Funerals in Ghana have over the years grown from a solemn farewell ceremony to colourful display of culture and tradition. 
A long weekend will give families adequate time for preparation and serve as a well packaged tourist attraction for non Ghanaians. 
Beyond these productivity benefits, a central tenet of this policy is its explicit intention to stimulate the tourism and hospitality sector, recognizing its immense potential for economic growth and job creation.

Impact on the tourism and hospitality industry in Ghana 
Ghana's tourism sector has been identified as a key economic driver, generating foreign exchange earnings, creating jobs, and stimulating other sectors of the economy. 
In 2024, Ghana welcomed over 1.28million international visitors, a 12% increase from the previous year. 22.1% of these victors came for holidays/vacations. 
The new holiday policy if implemented will amplify these positive trends significantly.
The most immediate and profound impact of longer weekends will be on domestic tourism. 
Ghanaians will have more consistent and predictable opportunities to explore their own country. Ghana is blessed with great tourism sites dotted all over the country, however, to fully enjoy these facilities in the context of domestic tourism, one may need at least 4 days, factoring in travel time. 
The normal weekend (Friday – Sunday) makes it unattractive for long travels. 
With three or four-day breaks becoming the norm for national holidays, more Ghanaians will be inclined to plan short getaways frequently. 
This could lead to a surge in visits to popular tourist destinations. My visit to tourist sites has proven that the more the number of days to stay at such destinations the better the experience. 
To enjoy the Kakum National Park for instance, I had to stay for 4 days to have a better feel of the canopy walkway, the tree house, the night hike, the early morning bird view among others. 
My visit to Afadjato South in the Volta region could have been more fun if it was a long stay. 
From climbing the Afadja Mountain to cooling off in the beautiful Tagbo Falls, more sites like the Wli Falls could have been visited but for my limited days. 
Visiting the Mole National Park required 2 days of travel time and at least 2 days stay to accord me time with nature. 
Extended stays translate to increased expenditure on accommodation, food, transportation, local crafts, and recreational activities, directly benefiting hotels, restaurants, tour operators, local vendors, and transport providers.
As popular spots become busier, domestic tourists might be encouraged to explore lesser-known regions, distributing tourism benefits more widely across the country.
Enhanced Attractiveness for Regional and International Tourists;
While the primary focus is on domestic tourism, the policy can also have positive spillover effects for regional and even international visitors. 
Short stay packages could be developed to attract such tourists, particularly those from neighboring West African countries who may align their visits with Ghana's long weekends, maximizing their stay and experience.
We are renowned for our vibrant traditional festivals. 
The Akwasidae, Homowo, Damba, Oguaa Fetu Afahye, Hogbetsotso among others have grown to become cultural events that draw patrons from far and near regardless of tribe, a great platform to market Ghana to the world. 
If these holidays coincide with scheduled festivals, the extended weekends will allow more people to attend and participate, further boosting local economies. 
For instance, the Kwahu Easter festivities already attract over a million visitors, and aligning a national holiday with this could significantly amplify its economic impact.
The anticipated increase in tourist traffic will necessitate and encourage further investment in the tourism infrastructure. 
From accommodation expansion, that is the demand for hotels, guesthouses, AirBnBs to improved transportation like better road networks, more efficient public transport, and potentially expanded air travel options within the country, to development of ancillary services including tour guiding, entertainment, recreational facilities, and specialized tourism products, special attention will have to be given these areas to take better advantage of this policy.
Tourism is a labor intensive industry. The growth spurred by the long weekend policy will directly contribute to job creation across various skill levels especially with the roll out of government’s 24 hour economy policy.
From direct employment like Jobs in hotels, restaurants, tour operations, transport, and attractions to indirect employment like opportunities in supply chains (food and beverage suppliers, handicraft producers, construction workers), this will be a great tool to deal with the high numbers of unemployment Ghanaian youth is grappling with.
While the benefits are substantial, it is important to also note that, some potential challenges need to be addressed with mitigation strategies set in place for the policy to achieve its full potential. Challenges like these will require attention; 

Strain on infrastructure
A sudden surge in visitors to popular sites could strain existing infrastructure, leading to overcrowding, traffic congestion, and pressure on essential services. 
It is therefore key to ensure well-structured maintenance measures are instituted and implemented to maximize the full benefits 

Service quality
Currently, the quality of service in our tourism industry is nothing to write home about. 
From customer service, professionalism in the discharge of duty to access to information, deliberate effort must be made to enhance the overall experience in tourism. 
The state of facilities leaves much to be desired. 
The hospitality sector must be better prepared to handle increased demand while maintaining high service standards. Investment in training for tourism professionals, promotion of service excellence, and robust regulatory frameworks must be regularly embarked on for improved quality of service.

Environmental impact
 Increased tourist activity can lead to environmental degradation if not properly managed. 
It is therefore necessary to implement eco-tourism initiatives, waste management programs, and awareness campaigns for both tourists and locals to preserve the environment.

Conclusion
Ghana's new holiday policy is a strategic and forward-thinking initiative that holds immense promise for the nation's tourism and hospitality industry. 
By creating predictable and extended long weekends, the government is not only aiming to enhance productivity but also to unlock the significant economic potential of domestic and, indirectly, international tourism. 
The anticipated surge in travel, spending, and investment will translate into tangible benefits, including job creation, poverty alleviation, and the preservation of Ghana's rich cultural and natural heritage. 
However, realizing these benefits will require proactive planning, investment in infrastructure, a focus on service quality, and a commitment to sustainable tourism practices. 
If managed effectively, this policy could mark a new era of growth and prosperity for Ghana's vibrant tourism sector.






Hearts of Oak withdraws from Eko International Tournament

Accra Hearts of Oak have withdrawn from the 2025 edition of the Eko International Tournament, which was due to take place in Lagos, Nigeria next week.
According to a club statement, the decision to withdraw from the competition was based on a change in the fixture schedule from July 6-13 to July 13-20, 2025.
"Unfortunately, this change clashes with our carefully planned recovery period for the players, which is crucial before we kick off our pre-season preparation.
"After careful discussions between management and the technical team, we have taken the difficult decision to withdraw in order to protect the well-being of our squad," the statement said.
The club also apologised to the organisers and fans who eagerly anticipated their participation at the tournament.
The Phobian Club also stated that the team would take a break on Wednesday, July 9, 2025.  
It added that preseason would resume later in the month of July as they prepare for the 2025-26 football season.
The club also announced their participation in the GHALCA top four tournament, the Homowo Cup, as well as the Democracy Cup.



Abrefa wins gold at 2025 Wilmott Cup

Ghanaian foreign-based table tennis player Derek Abrefa, together with his Central London teammates won gold at the 2025 Wilmott Cup Finals in Draycott, England.
Abrefa, who represented Ghana at the 2022 Commonwealth Games in Birmingham, was previously ranked ninth among the top African players.
He helped his Central London team win the renowned Wilmott Cup, one of England's oldest table tennis leagues.
They defeated Team Birmingham 3-2 in the finals to emerge overall champions after impressively topping their group.
Speaking in an interview following his team's victory at the tournament, Abrefa said he felt honoured to be a winner at such a prestigious table tennis competition in England. 
"Despite the challenges I faced with my bat during the competition, I am very glad to come out successful together with my teammates. My utmost thanks go to God Almighty for bringing me this far.
"I also thank Central London, SKT Club, and ebaTT Club for inspiring me to this level. Special thanks to my teammates and others I battled with to attain the top spot. And to all out there who made this possible with your prayers and motivation," said Abrefa.
The table tennis star added that he was looking to compete in more championships around England, in order to win more titles not only for himself, but also for Ghana.




WAFCON: Clinical South Africa stifle Black Queens 2‑0

Reigning Women’s Africa Cup of Nations (WAFCON) champions South Africa opened their title‑defence campaign in emphatic fashion, cruising to a 2‑0 victory over Ghana in Monday’s Group C fixture in Oujda.
Desiree Ellis’s Banyana Banyana looked composed from the first whistle. 
Their dominance paid off in the 28th minute, when a VAR review awarded a penalty for a foul on Noxolo Cesane. 
Midfielder Linda Motlhalo stepped up confidently and curled her spot‑kick into the bottom right corner, emphatically putting the reigning champions ahead.
Just seven minutes later, South Africa doubled their advantage. Full‑back Lebohang Ramalepe burst forward down the right flank and delivered a precise through‑ball to Jermaine Seoposenwe. The striker made no mistake, slotting home low into the far corner to send the bulk of the 5,000‑strong crowd into raptures.

Ghana’s return stymied by staunch defence
The Black Queens, making their return to WAFCON after missing the 2022 edition, struggled to keep pace with South Africa’s organisation and intensity. 
Although Evelyn Badu and Alice Kusi both tested the crossbar in the second half, Ghana lacked the cutting edge to convert promising moves into goals.
South Africa goalkeeper Andile Dlamini was rarely troubled but came up with two vital saves to thwart Ghanaian attackers at close range, preserving the clean sheet and maintaining her side’s psychological upper hand.

Tactical control sees victory home
As Ghana pressed for a way back into the game, Ellis introduced Hildah Magaia and Ronnel Donnelly to shore up midfield and control possession. 
The substitutions helped South Africa absorb late pressure, denying the Black Queens any sustained spell of momentum.

Banyana Banyana’s opener record intact
The 2‑0 win extends South Africa’s perfect record in WAFCON openers, having now claimed three successive victories in their first group‑stage match (including wins over Nigeria in 2018 and 2022). 
Their next match, against Mali on Friday, will present another stern test in the expanded 12‑team tournament.

Ghana must regroup quickly
Ghana’s hopes of progressing from a tricky Group C—which also features Mali and Tanzania—now hinge on a swift response. 
The Black Queens must sharpen their finishing and tighten their defence if they are to keep pace with top contenders in the coming fixtures.






Mali edge Tanzania in tight Group C duel

Mali secured a narrow 1-0 victory over Tanzania in a tightly contested Group C TotalEnergies CAF Women’s Africa Cup of Nations Morocco 2024 clash in Berkane on Monday evening.
The game’s only goal came in first-half stoppage time when Saratou Traoré found the bottom right corner with a composed finish from the centre of the box following a set-piece situation in the closing minutes of the first half. 
It proved to be the decisive moment in a match where both sides created chances but struggled to convert.
Tanzania had several opportunities to equalise, particularly in the second half. 
Stumai Athumani forced a sharp save from Mali goalkeeper Fatoumata Karentao with a header in the 56th minute, and Elizabeth Chenge was also denied later in the half. 
Despite their pressure, the Tanzanian attack was repeatedly caught offside, limiting their momentum in the final third.
Mali managed the game with discipline, soaking up pressure and making key defensive interventions when needed. 
Karentao played a crucial role in preserving the lead, making multiple saves and commanding her area well.
Tanzania pushed hard in stoppage time, winning late free kicks and pressing forward in search of an equaliser. 
Their final chance came in the 95th minute, but Donisia Minja’s left-footed strike from outside the box flew over the bar.
At full time, it was Mali who claimed all three points, holding firm under pressure and making the most of their key opportunity.
The result strengthens Mali’s position in the group and puts them in a strong position as the tournament progresses.




CAF begins CHAN 2024 host workshops, final inspections

With just a few weeks to go before the highly anticipated TotalEnergies African Nations Championship (CHAN) 2024, the Confédération Africaine de Football (“CAF”) has begun its final round of host nation inspections and readiness workshops in Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda.
The first inspection took place on Friday, 04 July at Nairobi’s Moi International Sports Centre Kasarani — a recently refurbished, 50,000-capacity stadium that is set to host Group A matches as well as the final of the competition on 30 August 2025.
A visit to the Nyayo Stadium concluded the inspections in Nairobi on Saturday, 05 July.

The CAF delegation will continue its assessments across the host cities, including Dar es Salaam (Tanzania), Kampala (Uganda), and Zanzibar.
Prior to Friday’s stadium inspections, CAF led comprehensive workshops with various Local Organising Committee (LOC) departments covering critical functional areas such as Broadcasting, Safety and Security, Logistics, Team and Transport Services, among others.
Expressing his confidence with the host nation’s state of readiness, Chairman of Kenya’s Local Organizing Committee (LOC), Nicholas Musonye, said the LOC has been working tirelessly, in close partnership with CAF to ensure that all requirements were met.
“We have been working tirelessly, day and night, to ensure everything is on track as we approach the tournament. The LOC has collaborated closely with CAF to adhere to the provided guidelines and timelines. We are also grateful to the Government for its support, especially in terms of timely financing and approvals,” said Musonye.
Speaking on behalf of Cabinet Secretary for Sports, Hon. Salim Mvurya, Mr. Evans Achoki, Secretary of Administration at the Ministry of Sports, reaffirmed the government’s full backing:
“The Government is fully committed and has worked hand-in-hand with the LOC to ensure seamless coordination at all levels. Our goal is to deliver an unforgettable CHAN tournament — one that Africa and the world will remember. Kenya is ready.”
CAF’s inspection team will continue its mission on Saturday with a site visit to the Nyayo National Stadium, where they will provide final assessments and recommendations for any remaining enhancements.





A total of 3,595 fire incidents were recorded by the Ghana National Fire Service between January and June 2025, compared to 3,576 over the same period in 2024.
This represents a marginal increase of 19 cases, or a 0.53% rise, despite ongoing efforts to curb outbreaks.
Firefighters have nonetheless succeeded in salvaging properties valued at over GH₵203 million during the first half of this year

Significant reduction in prank calls
He highlighted a remarkable decline in prank calls to emergency lines, dropping from 364,020 in the first half of 2024 to 237,470 in 2025—a decrease of 34.77%. 
He attributed the reduction to “deliberate and intensive public-awareness campaigns that underscored both the dangers and legal consequences of prank-calling emergency services.”

Regional breakdown of fire outbreaks
In the regional tally, Greater Accra led with 628 incidents, followed by Ashanti Region’s 581 and Central Region’s 408. North East Region recorded the fewest fires, with only 10 cases. 
“These figures underscore the need for heightened vigilance in our most populous areas, as well as continued outreach in regions with lower incident counts,” Ackah commented.

Strengthening prevention
Desmond Ackah concluded by urging citizens to adopt proactive safety habits—such as regular electrical inspections, careful cooking practices, and responsible disposal of flammable materials—to reverse the slight upward trend. 
He confirmed that the Fire Service will intensify community education and enforcement campaigns during the remainder of 2025 in a bid to safeguard lives and property.

GNFS pledged to ramp up its commitment to public safety with an ambitious new campaign that will reach residential neighbourhoods, farms, lorry stations, market centres and other gathering places through both traditional and social media channels. 
In tandem with these awareness efforts, fire safety audits and inspections of public buildings and private commercial premises will be stepped up to identify hazards early and recommend practical measures to reduce risk.
Recognizing that many fires begin in rural areas, the GNFS will train and support additional community fire volunteers, equipping them with climate‑resilient strategies such as creating green belts around farmlands and plantations, conducting controlled burns at safe intervals, and promoting alternative livelihoods—snail and grass‑cutter rearing, mushroom cultivation, and beekeeping—to relieve pressure on forests and natural vegetation.
Road‑side emergencies and crashes also pose serious challenges to timely fire response. 
To address this, the GNFS will partner with the National Road Safety Authority and other agencies on intensified road‑safety education, urging motorists to respect emergency‑vehicle sirens and to cooperate at incident scenes, thereby reducing collisions and ensuring firefighters can arrive quickly and safely.
Management stresses that preventing fires begins with simple precautions. Citizens are asked to follow the Service’s core fire‑safety protocols at home and in the workplace, not only to protect lives and property but also to safeguard Ghana’s environment. 
In the event of any fire or related emergency, the public should refrain from prank calls—which waste precious resources—and instead dial the national emergency number, 112, or one of the GNFS hotlines (030 277 2446, 029 934 0383 or 030 277 9637) for a rapid and professional response.
Through these combined efforts—education, community engagement, interagency collaboration and improved emergency communications—the GNFS remains unwavering in its mission to advance fire‑safety knowledge and sharpen its response capabilities in order to protect lives, preserve property and defend Ghana’s natural heritage.





 
Mahama’s NDC and podiums without power

By SOLOMON SASU MENSAH
In the bustling theatre of Ghanaian politics, one party has emerged not as a factory of policy but as a warehouse of events. Welcome to The Event Center—otherwise known as John Mahama’s National Democratic Congress (NDC). 
If you’re looking for governance wrapped in colourful banners, garnished with applause, and served on shiny stages with no follow-up action, then you’re in the right place.
Traditionally, political events of this nature are held at the twilight of a government’s term—often to showcase tangible achievements, reflect on milestones, and justify a bid for re-election. 
Presidents use such forums to parade roads built, factories inaugurated, policies executed, and lives improved. 
But in a bizarre twist, John Mahama’s NDC appears to have reversed the script. 
They’ve opened their campaign with a full season of events—not to show what they’ve done, but to tell Ghanaians what they wish to do, with no action to match.
Which begs the question: Why is a former president, who has already governed before, flooding the political space with event after event at the very start of his campaign—without any track record of implementation attached to these new ideas? 
Is it a case of forgetting the lessons of the past, or simply banking on theatrics to mask the absence of substance?
Let’s take a satirical safari through the jungle of recent Mahama-sponsored spectacles:

The National Economic Forum 
Held with grandeur and pomp, economists and dignitaries were assembled like chess pieces on a board. 
Papers were read, speeches were clapped at, and cameras flashed. 
But beyond the flood of hashtags, what did it produce? Nothing tangible—just the echo of economic clichés bouncing off the conference hall walls.

The National Education Forum 
Ah, yes. A gathering to re-imagine education, while most of the ideas mirrored existing policies. 
From curriculum reforms to teacher motivation, everything discussed had already featured in past governments’ playbooks. 
But Mahama's team packaged it afresh—like reheated jollof in a new bowl. 
Looks nice, still the same old taste.

Feed Ghana
A familiar refrain? Of course. Only this time, it’s wearing new clothes. 
The Planting for Food and Jobs initiative under the current government, which revolutionised Ghana's food systems, suddenly vanished from Mahama's speeches. 
Instead, “Feed Ghana” appeared, like a reboot of a movie whose first part you just finished watching.

MahamaCare
Say what you want, this one sounds like a Netflix series. 
The former president rebranded long-standing health initiatives like NHIS expansion, community clinics, and primary health access under his new healthcare promise—MahamaCare. 
And yet, when you peel back the shiny wrapping, it’s the same policy foundation laid years ago. Only now, it has a fancier name.

The 24-Hour Economy 
 Probably the most marketed event of them all. 
But when Ghanaians asked, “How?” there was only silence—followed by another event. 
Never mind that the One District One Factory initiative already operated with extended hours and many sectors like healthcare, transport, and manufacturing were already running round-the-clock. 
Mahama’s 24-Hour Economy slogan is more about branding than building.


No Fees Stress
Another grand announcement with unclear roots and invisible branches.
 Is it free SHS 2.0? Is it an overhaul of student financing? 
Is it a raffle? No one knows, because no policy document, budgetary roadmap, or implementation structure followed the event.

The reset Ghana tour 
 A travelling exhibition of promises. From town to town, Mahama’s team unloads trucks of optimism. 
But ask for a tangible pilot project, and you’re handed another invitation—to yet another event.
Ghanaians are now grappling with a peculiar kind of fatigue—not the economic stress or political tension we’ve become accustomed to, but Event Fatigue. 
It’s the numbness that sets in after attending too many launch ceremonies without seeing cranes on construction sites. 
It’s the ache in your ears from speeches that speak a lot but say very little.
Let’s not forget that most of these so-called “new” ideas are archived concepts in Ghana's governance library. 
The Ghana Beyond Aid vision and the 24-Hour Economy are cousins at best—both anchored in self-reliance and productivity. The Feed Ghana idea has its roots in already-existing agricultural support systems. 
Even MahamaCare rides on the infrastructure of NHIS and CHPS compounds.
John Mahama may be planning a comeback, but Ghanaians are not interested in watching another season of “Talk Now, Act Never.” 
This is not 2012. The electorate is wiser. They want bulldozers, not billboards. 
They want pipelines, not punchlines. They want tangible change, not townhall talks.
Until then, Mahama’s NDC remains less of a political party and more of a PR firm—organising events and branding borrowed ideas.
Welcome to The Event Center.
Please take a seat—next speech starts in five minutes.
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